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History
1.	 The Chola Empire was a maritime power with a significant 

influence on Southeast Asia. Discuss the factors that 
contributed to the Chola Empire’s maritime dominance 
and its impact on regional trade and cultural exchange. 
(250 words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by mentioning the regime of 
Chola Dynasty

z	Give factors contributing to maritime dominance

z	Delve into the impact on regional trade and cultural 
exchange

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Cholas, one of southern India’s longest-ruling 
dynasties, rose to power in the 9th century after defeating 
the Pallavas and continued their reign until the 13th 
century. 

z	During this period, kings like Aditya I and Parantaka I 
solidified their rule, while Rajaraja Chola and Rajendra 
Chola expanded the empire into the Tamil region, with 
Kulothunga Chola later conquering Kalinga.

Body: 

Factors Contributing to Maritime Dominance

z	Strategic Geographical Location: The Chola Empire 
controlled the Coromandel Coast and parts of the 
Malabar Coast.

�	This gave them access to both the Bay of Bengal 
and the Arabian Sea.

�	Example: Control over ports like 
Kaveripoompattinam (Puhar) allowed easy 
access to maritime routes.

z	Advanced Shipbuilding Technology: The Cholas 
developed sophisticated shipbuilding techniques.

�	They constructed various types of ships, including 
large vessels capable of long-distance voyages.

z	Strong Naval Fleet: The Cholas maintained a powerful 
navy, essential for protecting trade routes and 
projecting power.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1
�	Naval expeditions were conducted under rulers 

like Rajaraja I and Rajendra I.

�	Example: The naval expedition of Rajendra I to 
Southeast Asia in 1025 CE demonstrated their 
maritime strength.

z	Economic Policies: The Cholas encouraged maritime 
trade through favorable policies.

�	They established trade guilds and provided 
protection to merchants.

z	Diplomatic Relations: The Cholas maintained 
diplomatic ties with various Southeast Asian kingdoms.

�	These relationships facilitated trade and cultural 
exchange.

�	Example: Diplomatic missions were sent to the 
Srivijaya Empire in present-day Indonesia.

Impact on Regional Trade and Cultural Exchange

z	Expansion of Trade Networks: The Cholas connected 
South India with Southeast Asian markets.

�	Trade in spices, textiles, precious stones, and 
metals flourished.

�	Example: The discovery of Chola coins in 
Southeast Asian countries like Indonesia and 
Malaysia indicates extensive trade networks.

z	Cultural Diffusion: Chola influence led to the spread of 
Indian culture, religion, and art in Southeast Asia.

�	This contributed to the “Indianization” of 
Southeast Asian societies.

z	Architectural Influence: Chola architectural styles 
influenced Southeast Asian temple architecture.

�	This is particularly evident in the design of Hindu 
and Buddhist temples.

�	Example: The temples of Angkor Wat in Cambodia 
show clear influences of Chola architecture.

z	Linguistic Impact: Tamil language and literature spread 
to Southeast Asian regions.

�	Inscriptions in Tamil have been found in various 
Southeast Asian countries.

�	Example: Tamil inscriptions discovered in 
Sumatra dating back to the 11th century CE.
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Conclusion:

The Chola Empire’s maritime dominance was a 
result of strategic geographical advantages, advanced 
naval technology, strong economic policies,  and 
diplomatic acumen. This dominance had far-reaching 
impacts on regional trade and cultural exchange, leaving a 
lasting legacy in Southeast Asia that is visible even today 
in the region’s art, architecture, religion, and cultural 
practices.

2.	 How did the experience of World War II reshape the 
political landscape of India and influence the final phase 
of the freedom struggle? (150 words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by highlights the overall impact 
of World War II on India

z	Key Impacts and Influences of WWII on India 

z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction

World War II (1939-1945) had a profound impact on 
India’s political landscape and significantly influenced the final 
phase of the Indian independence movement. 

z	The war years saw dramatic shifts in the relationship 
between India and Britain, accelerated political 
developments within India, and set the stage for the 
country’s eventual independence in 1947.

Body:

Key Impacts and Influences:

z	Polarization of Indian Political Landscape: The 
outbreak of World War II led to a split in Indian political 
opinion:

�	The Indian National Congress, led by leaders like 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, opposed 
India’s involuntary participation in the war.

�	The Congress Working Committee at 
Wardha (September 1939) resolved that 
India couldn’t support a war for democratic 
freedom while being denied its own 
freedom.

�	The Muslim League, under Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, supported the British war effort in 
exchange for political concessions.

z	The August Offer (1940) and Its Consequences: 

�	The British government made the August Offer, 
promising dominion status to India after the war.

�	The offer was rejected by both the Congress and 
the Muslim League, leading to increased political 
tensions.

z	The Cripps Mission (1942)

�	Sir Stafford Cripps proposed a plan for India’s self-
government after the war.

�	The plan’s failure highlighted the growing gap 
between British intentions and Indian nationalist 
aspirations.

z	Quit India Movement (1942)

�	The failure of the Cripps Mission led to the launch 
of the Quit India Movement by the Congress.

�	This mass civil disobedience movement marked a 
decisive shift towards demanding immediate 
independence.

z	Weakening of British Power

�	The war significantly weakened Britain 
economically and militarily, reducing its ability to 
maintain colonial control over India.

�	Indian participation in the war effort led to 
increased self-confidence and a stronger 
bargaining position.

z	Economic Impact and Social Changes

�	The war led to economic hardships, including 
inflation and food shortages, fueling discontent 
against British rule.

�	It also brought about social changes, including 
increased urbanization and industrialization.

�	Example: The Bengal Famine of 1943, exacerbated 
by wartime policies, caused millions of deaths and 
intensified anti-British sentiment.

Conclusion: 

World War II acted as a catalyst in India’s struggle for 
independence. It exposed the vulnerabilities of British rule, 
intensified nationalist sentiments, and accelerated political 
developments. The war’s impact on India exemplifies how 
global events can profoundly influence national movements 
and reshape political landscapes.
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3.	 Analyse the impact of the Russian Revolution of 1917 on 
India’s nationalist movement. How did it influence Indian 
political thought? (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by giving a brief overview of 

the Russian Revolution.
z	Give impact of the Russian Revolution of 1917 on 

India’s nationalist movement with greater emphasis 
on political thought. 

z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 

The Russian Revolution of 1917, a pivotal event in 
global history, had a profound influence on India’s nationalist 
movement. 

z	The overthrow of the Tsarist regime and the 
establishment of a socialist state in Russia provided 
Indian nationalists with new ideas, inspiration, and 
strategies to challenge British colonial rule. 

Body: 

Impact of the Russian Revolution of 1917 on India’s 
Nationalist Movement: 

z	Inspiration for Anti-Imperialist Struggle: The Russian 
Revolution demonstrated that it was possible to 
overthrow an oppressive regime, inspiring Indian 
nationalists in their fight against British colonial rule.
�	As Jawaharlal Nehru noted: “The Soviet 

Revolution had advanced human society by a 
great leap and had lit a bright flame which could 
not be smothered and that it laid the foundation 
for a new civilization toward which the world 
could advance”

z	Introduction of Socialist and Communist Ideas: The 
revolution introduced socialist and communist 
ideologies to Indian political discourse, influencing the 
direction of the independence movement.
�	Formation of the Communist Party of India in 

1920. M.N. Roy, an Indian revolutionary, played a 
significant role in it.

z	Workers’ and Peasants’ Rights: The revolution 
highlighted the importance of workers’ and peasants’ 
rights, leading to increased focus on these groups in 
India’s freedom struggle.
�	Formation of the All India Trade Union Congress 

(AITUC) in 1920.

�	Increased emphasis on peasant movements, such 
as the Champaran Satyagraha led by Gandhi in 
1917.

z	Challenge to Capitalist and Feudal Systems: The 
revolution questioned the existing economic and social 
structures, encouraging Indian leaders to envision 
alternative systems for an independent India.
�	The concept of “complete independence” (Purna 

Swaraj) adopted by the Indian National Congress 
in 1929, moving beyond the earlier demand for 
dominion status.

z	Influence on Revolutionary Movements: The success 
of the Bolsheviks inspired more radical, revolutionary 
approaches within the Indian independence 
movement.

z	International Solidarity: The revolution promoted the 
idea of international solidarity among oppressed 
peoples, influencing Indian nationalists to seek 
support beyond national boundaries.
�	Indian nationalists’ participation in the League 

Against Imperialism, founded in Brussels in 1927.
z	Reimagining Social Structures: The revolution’s focus 

on equality inspired Indian thinkers to challenge 
traditional social hierarchies, including the caste 
system.
�	B.R. Ambedkar’s advocacy for Dalit rights and 

social reform.
Conclusion: 

The Russian Revolution of 1917 had a profound and 
multifaceted impact on India’s nationalist movement and 
political thought. It introduced new ideologies, challenged 
existing systems, inspired revolutionary zeal, and influenced 
economic and social thinking.

Geography
4.	 Explain the formation of karst landscapes and their 

characteristic features. Also, discuss their impact on 
water resources and land use. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining the Karst 

landscapes
z	Delve into the Formation of Karst Landscapes and 

their Characteristics
z	Highlight their Impact on Water Resources and Land 

Use
z	Conclude suitably. 
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Introduction: 

Karst landscapes are distinctive terrains that develop 
on soluble rocks (rich in calcium carbonate), primarily 
limestone, dolomite, and gypsum. The interaction between 
water, carbon dioxide, and soluble bedrock creates a complex 
system of sinkholes, caves, underground drainage networks, 
and distinctive surface formations.

Body: 

Essential Conditions for Karst Landscape Formation:

z	Soluble Rock: Presence of easily dissolvable rocks, 
primarily limestone, dolomite, gypsum, or salt.

z	Adequate Precipitation: Sufficient rainfall or snowmelt 
to initiate and maintain the dissolution process.

z	Fractured or Jointed Rock: Presence of cracks, joints, 
or bedding planes in the rock to allow water 
penetration.

z	Time: Long geological periods for development.

z	Climate: Preferably warm and humid conditions to 
accelerate the process.

z	Groundwater Movement: Active circulation of 
groundwater.

Characteristics of Karst Landscapes:

z	Sinkholes (Dolines): Circular depressions on the 
surface.

z	Caves and Caverns: Extensive underground hollow 
spaces and passages.

z	Disappearing Streams: Surface streams that abruptly 
vanish underground.

z	Springs and Resurgences: Points where underground 
water emerges on the surface.

z	Karst Windows: Openings where underground streams 
are briefly exposed.

z	Karren: Small-scale surface features like rills, grikes, 
and clints.

z	Poljes: Large, flat-floored depressions in karst regions.

z	Thin or Absent Soil Cover: Due to rapid drainage and 
minimal surface water retention.

Impact on Water Resources and Land Use: 

z	Groundwater Resources: Karst areas often have 
abundant groundwater resources stored in 

underground caves and aquifers (e.g., the Edwards 
Aquifer in Texas, USA). 

�	However, these resources can be vulnerable to 

pollution and over-extraction, as contaminants 

can easily infiltrate the groundwater through 

sinkholes and fractures.

z	Agricultural Activities: Karst landscapes can be suitable 

for agriculture, particularly in areas with fertile soils 

developed from weathered limestone (e.g., the Karst 

Plateau in southern China). 

�	However, agricultural practices must be carefully 

managed to avoid soil erosion and groundwater 

pollution.

z	Tourism: Karst landscapes, with their unique geological 

features and scenic beauty, can be popular tourist 

destinations (e.g., the Postojna Cave in Slovenia).

�	Cave tours, hiking, and other outdoor activities 

can contribute to local economies.

Conclusion:

Karst landscapes are unique geological formations 

shaped by the dissolution of soluble rocks. Understanding the 

formation, characteristics, and impacts of karst landscapes 

is crucial for sustainable development and management of 

these valuable natural resources.

5.	 What are Western Disturbances? How do they influence 

the weather patterns in North India? (150 words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by defining Western 
Disturbances

z	Give how it is formed and its key characteristics

z	Highlight its impact on North India’s Weather

z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:

Western Disturbances(WD) are extra-tropical storm 

systems that originate in the Mediterranean region and 

travel eastward, bringing sudden winter rain and snow to the 

northwestern parts of the Indian subcontinent.
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Body:

Formation and Characteristics:

z	Origin: WDs typically form over the Mediterranean Sea or Atlantic Ocean during the winter and early spring seasons.

z	Movement: These systems move eastward across Europe and Central Asia, eventually reaching the Indian subcontinent.

z	Characteristics: WDs are characterised by their low-pressure centres, associated fronts (warm and cold), and 
precipitation. 

�	They often bring significant rainfall, snowfall, and changes in temperature to the regions they pass over.

Impact on North India’s Weather:

z	Winter Rainfall: WDs are the primary source of winter rainfall in North India, particularly in the northwestern regions 
of Punjab, Haryana, and Jammu and Kashmir. 

�	The precipitation brought by WDs is essential for agriculture and replenishing groundwater levels.

z	Temperature Fluctuations: The passage of WDs can lead to significant fluctuations in temperature. 

�	Cold air masses associated with WDs can cause a sudden drop in temperature, leading to chilly weather conditions. 

�	Conversely, the warm sector of a WD can bring milder temperatures.

z	Snowfall: In the higher reaches of the Himalayas, WDs can bring snowfall, which is crucial for maintaining snow cover 
in the glaciers and rivers. 

�	This snowmelt plays a vital role in irrigation and hydropower generation.

z	Agricultural Impact: WDs are beneficial for agriculture in North India, as they provide much-needed moisture for 
crops. 

�	However, excessive rainfall or untimely snowfall can also cause damage to crops.

�	In 2019, due to Western Disturbances, the mustard crop was affected in Haryana, and it damaged the potato 
crop in Punjab.
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Conclusion: 

Western Disturbances play a crucial role in shaping 
the weather patterns of North India, particularly during the 
winter months. Their impact extends beyond meteorology, 
affecting agriculture, water resources, and the overall 
economy of the region.

Indian Heritage and Culture
6.	 Evaluate the role of traditional Indian architectural 

principles in promoting sustainable urban development 
in modern India. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by highlighting the significance of 

Traditional Indian architecture
z	Give key Traditional Architectural Principles and 

their applications
z	Highlight the challenges in Implementation
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 

Traditional Indian architecture, rooted in centuries of 
wisdom and experience, offers valuable lessons for sustainable 
urban development in modern India. By incorporating these 
principles into contemporary design, we can create more 
resilient, environmentally friendly, and culturally sensitive 
cities.

Body:

Key Traditional Architectural Principles

z	Climate-responsive Design: Courtyard houses 
(havelis) in Rajasthan providing natural ventilation and 
cooling
�	Application: Incorporating courtyards and open 

spaces in modern apartment complexes
z	Use of Local, Eco-friendly Materials: Cob architecture 

in Gujarat using mud, clay, and straw
�	Application: Promoting compressed stabilized 

earth blocks (CSEB) in contemporary construction
z	Passive Cooling Techniques: Jaali screens in Mughal 

architecture for air circulation and temperature control
�	Application: Using perforated facades in office 

buildings to reduce heat gain
z	Water Conservation and Management: Step wells 

(baolis) for water harvesting and storage
�	Application: Integrating rainwater harvesting 

systems in urban planning

z	Integration with Nature: Sacred groves (devrai) in 
Maharashtra preserving biodiversity

�	Application: Creating urban forests and green 
corridors in city master plans

Challenges in Implementation: 

z	Economic Constraints: High initial costs often deter 
the adoption of sustainable technologies, such as solar 
panels or rainwater harvesting systems, which are 
perceived as less cost-effective compared to traditional 
methods.

z	Regulatory Hurdles: Outdated building codes and a 
lack of incentives hinder the approval and integration 
of traditional sustainable practices in modern 
construction, making it challenging to implement 
designs like rammed earth structures.

z	Skill Gap and Knowledge Transfer: There is a shortage 
of craftsmen skilled in traditional techniques and a 
lack of formal education combining traditional and 
modern architecture, leading to the decline of practices 
like intricate jali work.

z	Scalability Issues: Traditional designs, while effective 
on a small scale, struggle to adapt to large urban 
projects, such as the courtyard concept, which is 
difficult to implement in high-rise complexes.

z	Cultural Shifts: Changing social norms and preferences 
for modern aesthetics reduce the appeal of traditional 
designs, like courtyard houses, especially as joint family 
homes become less common.

z	Increased Extreme Weather Events: The increasing 
intensity of extreme weather events like heat waves 
challenges the application of traditional Indian 
architectural principles, which were tailored to past 
climatic conditions. 

�	Traditional designs, such as courtyards, may no 
longer suffice under today’s extreme heat. 

Conclusion: 

Traditional Indian architectural principles offer valuable 
insights for sustainable urban development in modern India. 
By incorporating these principles into contemporary design, 
we can create more resilient, environmentally friendly, and 
culturally sensitive cities. While adapting traditional practices 
to modern needs, it is crucial to strike a balance between 
preserving heritage and embracing innovation.
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7.	 The development of regional kingdoms in early medieval India led to the flourishing of distinct architectural and artistic 
traditions. Elaborate with suitable examples. (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the emergence of distinct architectural and artistic traditions in early medieval India
z	Delve into Key Architectural Traditions
z	Highlight the Regional Artistic Traditions
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The development of regional kingdoms in early medieval India, marked by the decline of the Gupta Empire and the 

rise of various dynasties, fostered a climate of cultural diversity and experimentation. 
z	This period witnessed the emergence of distinct architectural and artistic traditions, each reflecting the unique cultural, 

religious, and political influences of its respective region.
Body: 
Architectural Traditions: 
z	Nagara Style:

�	Characteristics:
�	Curved roofs: Often featuring shikharas (spires) that rise gracefully from the base.

�	Ornate carvings: Intricate sculptures and decorative motifs adorn the exterior walls.
�	Mandapas: Assembly halls with square or circular plans.

�	Examples:
�	Khajuraho Temples: Most of them were constructed by the Chandela dynasty. 
�	Konark Sun Temple: Built by King Narasimha Deva I, the ruler of the Ganga Dynasty. 
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z	Dravidian Style:
�	Characteristics:

�	Pyramidal structures: Known as gopurams that tower over the temple complex.

�	Massive halls: Spacious mandapas with intricate carvings and sculptures.
�	Linear plan: Temples typically follow a linear or rectangular layout.

�	Examples:
�	Brihadeeswarar Temple, Thanjavur: Built in the year 1010 CE by Chola emperor Rajaraja I. 
�	Meenakshi Amman Temple, Madurai: Built by Pandyan Emperor Sadayavarman Kulasekaran I. 

z	Vesara Style:
�	Characteristics:
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�	Hybrid style: Combines elements of both 
Nagara and Dravidian styles.

�	Curved roofs: Similar to Nagara style, but 
often with more elaborate curvatures.

�	Ornate carvings: Intricate sculptures and 
decorative motifs, often depicting 
mythological scenes.

�	Examples:
�	Kailasa Temple, Ellora: Built by Krishna I of 

the Rashtrakuta Dynasty
Regional Artistic Traditions
z	Pala School (Eastern India)

�	Buddhist and Hindu stone and bronze sculptures
�	Intricate miniature paintings on palm leaves (Pala 

manuscript paintings)
�	Example: Bronze Buddha statues from Kurkihar, 

Bihar
z	Chola Bronzes (South India)

�	Lost-wax casting technique for bronze sculptures
�	Dynamic poses and exquisite detailing
�	Example: Nataraja (Dancing Shiva) bronze statues

z	Chalukya Art (Deccan)
�	Ornate stone temple architecture
�	Distinctive style of sculpture with elongated 

figures
�	Example: Sculptures at Badami Cave Temples, 

Karnataka
Conclusion:

The flourishing of regional kingdoms in early medieval 
India led to a rich diversity in architectural and artistic 
expressions. This period laid the foundation for the continued 
evolution of Indian art and architecture in subsequent 
centuries, creating a lasting legacy that continues to inspire 
and awe to this day.

Indian Society
8.	 The traditional Indian family structure has undergone 

significant transformations in recent decades. Examine 
the changing nature of the Indian family, with particular 
emphasis on the impact of urbanization and globalization. 
(250 words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the 
transformation of Indian Families

z	Delve into the changing nature of Indian Families 
due to Urbanisation and Globalisationb

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 

The Indian family system, traditionally characterized by 
joint families and strong kinship ties, has undergone significant 
transformations in recent decades. 

z	Urbanization and globalization have been key drivers 
of these changes, reshaping family structures, 
relationships, and values.

Body: 

hanging Nature of Indian Families:  

z	Due to Urbanization: 
�	Shift from Joint to Nuclear Families: There’s a 

growing prevalence of nuclear families, especially 
in urban areas.  In metropolitan cities like Mumbai 
and Bangalore, the majority of households are 
now nuclear families.
�	Cause: Urbanization has led to migration for 

job opportunities, often separating family 
members geographically. 
�	 The IT boom in cities like Pune and 

Hyderabad has attracted young 
professionals from across India, leading 
to the formation of nuclear families 
away from their ancestral homes.

�	Changing Family Size: Family sizes are shrinking, 
with a decline in the average number of children 
per family. 
�	India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has dropped 

from 3.4 in 1992-93 to 2.0 in 2019-21, 
indicating a shift towards smaller families.

�	Cause: Increased awareness about family 
planning, higher education levels, and career 
aspirations contribute to this trend. 

�	Rise of Single-Parent Families: Increasing 
acceptance and prevalence of single-parent 
households.
�	An estimated 4.5% of all Indian households 

are run by single mothers. (UN Women 2019)
�	Cause: Higher divorce rates, personal choice, 

and reduced stigma around single 
parenthood.
�	 Bollywood celebrities like Sushmita Sen 

and Tusshar Kapoor choosing single 
parenthood has helped normalize this 
family structure.
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�	Changing Rituals and Traditions: Adaptation and 
sometimes dilution of traditional family rituals 
and customs.
�	Small-scale, intimate weddings, rather than 

large, fat Indian weddings, have become the 
preferred choice for young couples

�	Cause: Time constraints, urbanization, and 
blending of cultural influences.
�	 The emergence of professional priests 

offering “short-format” pujas for busy 
urban families during festivals like 
Diwali.

z	Due to Globalization: 
�	Evolving Gender Role: There’s a gradual shift 

towards more egalitarian gender roles within 
families. The female participation in the labor 
force has increased by 9.5% points in 2021-22 
over the year 2017-18, indicating more women 
taking up careers.
�	Cause: Education, economic independence, 

and exposure to global ideas have 
empowered women and challenged 
traditional gender norms. 

�	Also, the Indian Supreme Court’s 2018 
judgment decriminalizing homosexuality has 
led to increased visibility and acceptance of 
LGBTQ+ relationships, challenging traditional 
family norms.

�	Changing Marriage Patterns: There’s a shift 
towards later marriages, increased divorce rates, 
and greater acceptance of inter-caste and inter-
religious marriages.
�	While the mean age of marriage of women in 

India stood at 21.2 years in the 2011 Census 
and improved to 22.1 years in 2017

�	Cause: Higher education levels, career 
priorities, and changing social norms 
contribute to these shifts. 

�	Changing Attitudes Towards Mental Health: 
Growing awareness and acceptance of mental 
health issues within families.
�	The National Mental Health Survey 2015-16 

found that 15% of India’s population 
required active mental health interventions, 
leading to more open family discussions 
about mental health.

�	Cause: Increased education, media coverage, 
and celebrity advocacy around mental 
health.

Conclusion: 
The Indian family has evolved significantly due to 

urbanization and globalization, shifting from traditional joint 
families to nuclear families and empowering women. While 
these changes have brought about greater individualism 
and acceptance of alternative family structures, the family 
continues to be a vital source of support and identity in India.

nnn
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Polity and Governance
9.	 Analyze the importance of Parliamentary Committees in 

the Indian legislative process. Suggest measures to 
enhance their effectiveness in scrutinizing government 
policies. (250 words)

Introduction:

Parliamentary committees referred to as the “watchdogs 
of democracy,” play a pivotal role in the Indian legislative 
process. They serve as crucial intermediaries between the 
government and the legislature, ensuring transparency, 
accountability, and effective governance.

z	However, a mere 25% of introduced bills underwent 
committee referral during the 16th Lok Sabha, a stark 
contrast to the 71% and 60% referral rates in the 15th 
and 14th Lok Sabha, respectively.

Body: 

Importance of Parliamentary Committees: 

z	Detailed Scrutiny of Bills: Parliamentary Committees 
allow for in-depth examination of proposed legislation 
outside the time constraints of parliament sessions.
�	Example: The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, 2011 

underwent extensive scrutiny by the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Personnel, Public 
Grievances, Law and Justice. 

z	Expertise and Specialization: Committees comprise 
members with specific knowledge in relevant fields, 
enabling more informed decision-making.
�	Example: The Standing Committee on Finance, 

often led by experienced economists or former 
finance ministers, provides expert analysis on 
complex financial matters. 
�	In 2016, this committee played a crucial role 

in examining the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code before its enactment.

z	Bipartisan Cooperation: Committees foster a more 
collaborative environment away from the adversarial 
atmosphere of the main chambers.
�	Example: The Parliamentary Standing Committee 

on Home Affairs, comprising members from 
various parties, has often reached consensus on 
sensitive issues like internal security and 
federalism.

z	Government Accountability: Committees summon 
government officials and ministers for questioning, 
enhancing executive accountability.
�	Example: In 2020, the Standing Committee on 

Information Technology summoned Facebook 
executives to discuss data privacy concerns and 
content moderation policies.

z	Public participation: Committees often invite expert 
testimony and public input, broadening the base of 
consultation.
�	Example: The Joint Parliamentary Committee on 

the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 invited 
comments from the public and heard testimonies 
from tech companies, civil society organizations, 
and legal experts.

Challenges Related to Parliamentary Committees: 

z	Limited powers: Parliamentary committees in India 
have advisory roles and their recommendations are 
not binding on the government. 
�	This can limit their effectiveness in influencing 

policy and legislation..
z	Low Attendance and Participation: A 2019 report 

stated that attendance of MPs in Committee meetings 
was about 50%, which is lower than the 84% attendance 
seen during the Parliament sittings,  reducing the 
quality of deliberations and scrutiny.

z	Lack of Subject Matter Expertise and Followup: 
Members may not always have specialized knowledge 
in the areas they are overseeing, potentially affecting 
the depth of scrutiny.
�	Also, there’s often a lack of robust mechanisms to 

follow up on committee recommendations and 
ensure their implementation.

z	Political partisanship: Sometimes, political affiliations 
can influence committee proceedings, potentially 
compromising objective analysis.
�	In 2023, the walkout of opposition members from 

the Joint Committee examining the Personal 
Data Protection Bill over disagreements on the 
committee’s functioning.

z	Delays in Forming Committees: Nearly 3 months since 
the Lok Sabha Election 2024, the standing committees 
have not yet been constituted. 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2
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Measures to Enhance the Effectiveness of Parliamentary 
Committees:
z	Mandatory Consideration of Committee Reports: 

Make it compulsory for parliament to discuss and vote 
on major recommendations of committee reports. 
�	Example: In the UK, many committee reports are 

debated on the floor of the House of Commons, 
ensuring their findings receive proper attention.

z	Increase Public Engagement: Broadcast committee 
proceedings and create user-friendly platforms for 
public input.

z	Strengthen Research Support: Provide committees 
with dedicated research staff and resources to conduct 
independent analysis.

z	Ensure Proportional Representation: Revise 
committee appointment processes to better reflect the 
composition of parliament and include opposition 
members in leadership roles.

z	Grant more Investigative Powers: Empower 
committees with additional tools to access information 
and compel testimony.

z	Increase the Number of Subject-specific Committees: 
Create more specialized committees to cover emerging 
policy areas.
�	Example: India could consider establishing 

dedicated committees on areas like climate 
change, artificial intelligence, or cybersecurity to 
address contemporary challenges.

Conclusion:
Parliamentary committees are indispensable to the 

Indian legislative process. By implementing measures to 
enhance their effectiveness, such as mandatory consideration 
of committee reports India can foster a more informed, 
accountable, and participatory democracy.

10.	 “The use of money bills to pass contentious legislation 
undermines the bicameral nature of India’s parliamentary 
system”. Analyze this statement in the context of recent 
legislative practices and their impact on the role of the 
Rajya Sabha. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by mentioning the Constitutional 

Provisions Related to Money Bills
z	Delve into recent legislative practices concerning 

money bills
z	Give impacts of it on the role of Rajya Sabha
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
Money Bills are a special category of legislation defined 

under Article 110 of the Indian Constitution.
z	Article 109 stipulates that Money Bills can only be 

introduced in the Lok Sabha. The Rajya Sabha can only 
make recommendations, which the Lok Sabha may or 
may not accept.

z	While this mechanism aims to ensure financial 
stability, critics argue that it can be misused to bypass 
the Rajya Sabha’s role in scrutinizing contentious 
legislation. 

Body: 
Recent Legislative Practices: 

In recent years, the government has increasingly utilized 
the Money Bill route to pass significant legislation:
z	Aadhaar Act, 2016: This act, which established the 

legal framework for the Aadhaar identification system, 
was passed as a Money Bill despite containing 
provisions that went beyond mere financial matters.
�	In the Aadhaar case (2018), the Supreme Court 

upheld the Aadhaar Act as a valid Money Bill. 
However, the dissenting opinion of judges 
characterized the use of the Money Bill route in 
this case as an “abuse of the constitutional 
process.

z	Amendments to Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002: These amendments, which expanded 
the powers of enforcement agencies, were introduced 
through the Finance Act.
�	Challenges to the PMLA amendments and the 

Electoral Bonds scheme, both introduced through 
Money Bills, are currently pending before the 
Supreme Court.

z	Changes to Foreign Contributions Regulations Act 
(FCRA), 2010: Modifications to this act, which regulates 
foreign donations to Indian organizations, were also 
passed as part of a Finance Bill.

z	Finance Act, 2017: This act included amendments to 
various laws, including those governing the structure 
and functioning of tribunals, which many argued were 
beyond the scope of a Money Bill.

Impact on the Role of Rajya Sabha: 
z	Diminished Scrutiny: When a bill is designated as a 

Money Bill, the Rajya Sabha’s role is reduced to making 
non-binding recommendations within a 14-day 
period. 
�	The Lok Sabha is free to accept or reject these 

suggestions, effectively sidelining the upper 
house in the legislative process.
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Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the 

Constitutional provisions related to DPSP
z	Give Role in DPSPs in Shaping India’s Socio-Economic 

Policies
z	Highlight the Relationship with Fundamental Rights
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), 

enshrined in Part IV of the Indian Constitution (Articles 36-
51), serve as guidelines for the government in formulating 
and implementing socio-economic policies. 
z	While not legally enforceable, these principles play a 

crucial role in shaping the country’s governance and 
development trajectory.

Body: 
Role in DPSPs in Shaping India’s Socio-Economic Policies: 
z	Economic Justice and Equality: Article 38 directs the 

state to promote the welfare of the people by securing 
social, economic, and political justice.
�	Article 39 emphasizes equitable distribution of 

resources and prevention of concentration of 
wealth.

�	Impact: These principles have influenced policies 
like land reforms, nationalization of banks, and 
various poverty alleviation programs.

z	Labor Welfare: Article 41 directs the state to secure 
the right to work, education, and public assistance.
�	Article 43 emphasizes the provision of living 

wages and decent working conditions.
�	Impact: These have led to the enactment of four 

labor codes. 
z	Education and Cultural Preservation: Article 45 (as 

originally enacted) provided for free and compulsory 
education for children.
�	Article 48 directs the state to protect monuments 

of historic importance.
�	Impact: These principles led to the Right to 

Education Act, 2009, and various cultural 
preservation initiatives by the Archaeological 
Survey of India. 

z	Environmental Protection: Article 48A (added by the 
42nd Amendment) directs the state to protect the 
environment and wildlife.
�	Impact: This has influenced environmental 

legislation and policies, such as the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972, and the Environment 
Protection Act, 1986.

z	Limited debate: The 14-day time limit constraints 
thorough discussion on complex issues in the Rajya 
Sabha, potentially leading to inadequate scrutiny of 
important legislation.

z	Bypassing opposition: This practice allows the 
government to sidestep potential opposition in the 
upper house, where it may lack a majority.

z	Erosion of Bicameral Spirit: This practice potentially 
undermines the foundational principle of legislative 
checks and balances in India’s parliamentary 
democracy.

Arguments in Favor of the Practice: 
z	Efficiency: This route promotes swift implementation 

of government policies, avoiding potential deadlocks in 
the legislative process.
�	The ruling coalition often lacks a majority in the 

upper house, making it difficult to pass contentious 
legislation through the normal process.

z	Mandate utilization: It allows the government, which 
has a majority in the popularly elected Lok Sabha, to 
implement its agenda effectively.

Possible Solutions and Reforms
z	Redefining Money Bills: Amendments are necessary in 

Article 110 of the Constitution to provide a more 
precise and narrower definition of money bills, limiting 
their scope to matters directly related to finance. 
�	This would prevent the classification of non-

financial legislation as money bills.
z	Joint Sittings: Increase the frequency of joint sittings of 

both Houses of Parliament to resolve disagreements 
over non-money bills. 
�	This would provide a mechanism for the Rajya 

Sabha to have a more substantial say in lawmaking.
z	Self-Restraint by the Government: Encourage the 

government to exercise self-restraint in classifying bills 
as money bills and to prioritize genuine financial 
matters.

Conclusion: 
The use of money bills to pass contentious legislation is 

a concerning trend that undermines the bicameral nature of 
India’s parliamentary system. While the Constitution provides 
for the use of money bills, it is essential to ensure that this 
mechanism is not abused to circumvent the Rajya Sabha’s 
oversight and promote a more democratic and inclusive 
legislative process.

11.	 Analyze the role of the Directive Principles of State Policy 
enshrined in the Constitution in shaping India’s socio-
economic policies, and examine their relationship with 
fundamental rights. (250 words)
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z	International Relations: Article 51 promotes 
international peace and security.
�	Impact: This has shaped India’s foreign policy, 

including its non-alignment stance during the 
Cold War.

Relationship with Fundamental Rights: 
The relationship between DPSPs and Fundamental 

Rights has evolved over time, as reflected in various Supreme 
Court judgments:
z	Initial Conflict: In the early years post-independence, 

there was a perceived conflict between DPSPs and 
Fundamental Rights.
�	In State of Madras v. Champakam Dorairajan 

(1951), the Supreme Court held that in case of 
conflict, Fundamental Rights would prevail over 
DPSPs.

z	Recognition of Harmonious Construction: In Re: 
Kerala Education Bill (1957), the Supreme Court 
advocated for a harmonious construction between 
DPSPs and Fundamental Rights, stating that DPSPs 
should not be ignored when determining the scope of 
Fundamental Rights, signaling a shift towards their 
complementarity.

z	Basic Structure Doctrine: In Kesavananda Bharati v. 
State of Kerala (1973), the judgment emphasized that 
DPSPs and Fundamental Rights supplement each 
other and should be interpreted harmoniously.

z	Balancing Socio-economic Goals: In Pathumma v. 
State of Kerala (1978), the Supreme Court upheld a 
law based on DPSPs, stressing that achieving socio-
economic justice requires a combination of both 
DPSPs and Fundamental Rights, ensuring the 
Constitution’s broader goals are met.

z	Supremacy of Fundamental Rights Reaffirmed: In 
Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980), the Supreme 
Court ruled that while DPSPs are crucial, they cannot 
override Fundamental Rights. 

z	Evolving Jurisprudence on Socio-economic Rights: In 
Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation (1985), 
the Supreme Court extended the right to life under 
Article 21 to include the right to livelihood, integrating 
socio-economic principles from DPSPs into the 
enforceable realm of Fundamental Rights.

z	Constitutional Conscience: In Dalmia Cement v. Union 
of India (1996), the Supreme Court reaffirmed that 
DPSPs and Fundamental Rights are complementary, 
emphasizing that they together form the conscience 
of the Constitution, driving India’s social revolution 
forward.

Conclusion
The Directive Principles of State Policy have played 

a pivotal role in shaping India’s socio-economic policies, 
providing a roadmap for inclusive development.Today, DPSPs 
serve not only as guiding principles for policy-making but also 
as essential tools for interpreting and expanding the scope of 
Fundamental Rights, thereby contributing to the realization 
of the constitutional vision of a just and equitable society.

International Relations
12.	 Evaluate the strategic importance of India-Singapore 

relations in the context of India’s ‘Act East’ policy. How 
has this relationship evolved over the past decade? (150 
words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the strategic 
importance of India-Singapore relations

z	Give key arguments validating strategic importance 
of India-Singapore relations

z	Delve into the Evolution of the relationship over the 
past decade

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
The elevation of India-Singapore ties to a Strategic 

Partnership in 2015 underscores the growing importance 
of this relationship within India’s ‘Act East’ policy. This 
policy aims to strengthen economic and strategic ties with 
Southeast Asian nations, and Singapore plays a pivotal role 
in this strategy.
Body: 
Strategic Importance of India-Singapore Relations:
z	ASEAN Engagement: Singapore, as a key member of 

ASEAN, has been instrumental in fostering India-ASEAN 
relations. 
�	From 2021-2024, Singapore served as the ASEAN 

Country Coordinator for India, during which 
India-ASEAN relations were upgraded to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. 

�	This highlights Singapore’s role as a bridge 
between India and ASEAN, aligning with the ‘Act 
East’ policy’s objectives.

z	Economic Cooperation: Singapore has emerged as a 
crucial economic partner for India in the region:
�	Trade: Singapore is India’s largest trade partner in 

ASEAN.
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�	Investment: Singapore was the largest source of FDI into India in FY 2023-24, with FDI equity inflows of USD 
11.774 billion. 

�	Cumulatively, Singapore accounted for 24% of total FDI inflows to India from April 2000 to March 2024. 

z	Connectivity: The relationship has fostered increased connectivity between India and Southeast Asia: 

�	Digital Connectivity: Initiatives like the UPI-PayNow linkage, launched in February 2023, facilitate cross-border 
financial transactions.

�	Trade Connectivity: Projects like ONDC-Proxtera Connectivity and Trade Trust enhance trade facilitation.

z	Maritime Security: Collaboration with Singapore enhances India’s maritime presence and security in the critical sea 
lanes of the Indian Ocean and South China Sea.

�	The two countries conduct annual bilateral naval exercises, SIMBEX.

�	Strong ties with Singapore help India balance China’s growing economic and military influence in Southeast Asia 
via the South China Sea.
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Evolution of the Relationship Over the Past Decade:

z	High-Level Engagements: The frequency and depth of 
high-level exchanges have increased significantly. 

�	Notable examples include: Indian PM Modi’s visits 
to Singapore in 2015, 2018, and his participation 
in various forums like the Shangri La Dialogue and 
Singapore Fintech Festival. 

�	Establishment of the India-Singapore Ministerial 
Roundtable (ISMR) in 2022, involving multiple 
ministers from both sides.

z	Economic Ties: The economic relationship has 
deepened and diversified: 

�	Trade volume increased from USD 6.7 billion in FY 
2004-05 to USD 35.6 billion in 2023-24. 

�	About 9000 Indian companies are now registered 
in Singapore, while over 440 Singaporean 
companies are registered in India.

z	Skill Development: The relationship has expanded to 
include skill development, with six skill center projects 
completed and two ongoing in various Indian states.

z	Cultural and People-to-People Ties: Enhanced focus 
on cultural exchanges and diaspora engagement, as 
evidenced by regular cultural events and the 
conferment of the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 
to a prominent Indian-origin business leader in 
Singapore.

z	Multilateral Cooperation: Increased alignment in 
multilateral fora:

�	Singapore joined the International Solar Alliance 
in June 2023 and the Global Biofuel Alliance in 
September 2023. 

Conclusion:

The India-Singapore relationship has evolved into a 
multifaceted strategic partnership over the past decade, 
aligning closely with India’s ‘Act East’ policy objectives. This 
relationship serves as a model for India’s engagement with 
Southeast Asia and plays a crucial role in India’s broader 
Indo-Pacific strategy.

13.	 Evaluate the impact of the QUAD alliance on the Indo-
Pacific regional dynamics and India’s strategic interests. 
(150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the QUAD as a key alliance in the Indo-

Pacific and its role in enhancing India’s strategic 
interests.

z	Give Impact on Indo-Pacific Regional Dynamics:
z	Highlight Impact on India’s Strategic Interests:
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) has 

emerged as a significant force in the Indo-Pacific, shaping 
regional dynamics and advancing India’s strategic interests. 
z	The alliance, comprising India, Australia, Japan, and 

the United States, has fostered enhanced cooperation 
in areas such as security, technology, and infrastructure 
development.

Impact on Indo-Pacific Regional Dynamics
z	Counterbalancing China’s Influence: The QUAD serves 

as a strategic counterweight to China’s growing 
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific. 
�	The Quad-at-Sea Ship Observer Mission, 

scheduled for 2025, aims to improve 
interoperability and enhance maritime safety 
among member countries’ coast guards. 
�	This initiative directly contributes to 

maintaining a free and open Indo-Pacific, 
countering China’s maritime claims and 
activities in the South China Sea.

z	Promoting Rules-Based Order: QUAD emphasizes the 
importance of a rules-based international order, free 
navigation, and respect for territorial integrity. 
�	This stance reinforces existing international norms 

and institutions in the region.
�	The Maritime Initiative for Training in the Indo-

Pacific (MAITRI), with India hosting the inaugural 
workshop in 2025, will enable regional partners to 
effectively utilize tools provided through the Indo-
Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness. 

z	Economic and Infrastructure Development: QUAD’s 
focus on infrastructure development and economic 
cooperation offers an alternative to China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) for regional countries.
�	The Ports of the Future Partnership aims to 

develop sustainable and resilient port 
infrastructure across the Indo-Pacific. 

�	This initiative not only enhances regional 
connectivity but also provides strategic 
alternatives to Chinese-funded projects.
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z	Technological Cooperation and Innovation: QUAD’s 
emphasis on collaboration in emerging technologies is 
reshaping the technological landscape of the Indo-
Pacific.
�	The 2024 Quad Summit highlighted joint ventures 

in biotechnology and quantum computing. 
z	Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief: QUAD’s 

initiatives in disaster response and healthcare are 
enhancing the region’s resilience and fostering 
goodwill among Indo-Pacific nations.
�	The Indo-Pacific Logistics Network Pilot Project, 

announced at the 2024 Summit, aims to establish 
shared airlift capacity among Quad nations for 
civilian disaster response efforts. 

Impact on India’s Strategic Interests: 
z	Economic and Technological Benefits: QUAD offers 

India access to advanced technologies and economic 
partnerships with developed economies.
�	India’s commitment of USD 10 million to the 

World Health Organization’s Global Initiative on 
Digital Health, as part of the Quad Cancer 
Moonshot, demonstrates how QUAD initiatives 
align with India’s digital health ambitions and its 
aspiration to be a global leader in healthcare 
technology.

z	Strategic Autonomy: While engaging with QUAD, India 
maintains its strategic autonomy by balancing its 
commitments and pursuing a flexible, issue-based 
alignment.
�	India’s balanced approach is evident in its 

participation in diverse forums alongside QUAD, 
such as BRICS and SCO, and its successful G20 
presidency in 2023 despite geopolitical tensions.

z	Infrastructure Development: The QUAD’s 
infrastructure initiatives offer India opportunities to 
boost regional connectivity and influence. 
�	The QUAD Infrastructure Coordination Group 

aligns member efforts in the Indo-Pacific, 
complementing India’s own projects like the 
International North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC).

z	Counterbalancing China: QUAD offers India a 
multilateral framework to address challenges posed by 
China’s assertiveness, complementing its bilateral 
efforts.
�	The QUAD’s focus on supply chain resilience, as 

seen in initiatives like the Supply Chain Resilience 
Initiative (SCRI), aligns with India’s efforts to 
reduce economic dependence on China and 
diversify its manufacturing base.

Conclusion: 
The QUAD alliance has significantly impacted Indo-

Pacific regional dynamics by promoting a rules-based order, 
offering alternatives to China’s influence, and fostering 
cooperation in various domains including security, economy, 
and technology.

Social Justice 
14.	 “Manual scavenging persists despite legal prohibitions, 

highlighting the gap between legislation and social 
realities.” Evaluate the effectiveness of the Prohibition 
of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013, and suggest measures for its 
better implementation. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the persistence 

of manual scavenging
z	Delve into the comprehensive overview of the 2013 

Act including its positive aspects and implementation
z	Give measures for its better implementation
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The persistence of manual scavenging in India, despite 

legal prohibitions, starkly illustrates the chasm between 
legislative intent and social reality. 
z	The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers 

and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013 represents the 
latest legislative attempt to eradicate this inhuman 
practice and rehabilitate those trapped in its cycle. 
However its implementation remains an area of 
concern. 

Body:
Comprehensive Overview of the 2013 Act:
Positive Aspects:
z	Expanded Definition: It broadens the definition of 

manual scavenging to include not just cleaning of dry 
latrines, but also cleaning of sewers and septic tanks 
without protective gear.

z	Prohibition and Penalties: The Act prohibits the 
employment of manual scavengers and the 
construction of insanitary latrines. 

z	Rehabilitation Provisions: It mandates the 
rehabilitation of identified manual scavengers through 
cash assistance, scholarships for their children, 
housing, alternative employment, and other legal and 
programmatic measures.
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z	Vigilance and Monitoring Committees: The Act 
provides for the establishment of vigilance and 
monitoring committees at various levels to ensure its 
effective implementation.

z	State Obligations: It places the onus on state 
governments to identify and rehabilitate manual 
scavengers within their jurisdictions.

z	Survey and Identification: The Act mandates a time-
bound survey to identify manual scavengers and 
insanitary latrines.

Limitations and Challenges:
z	Implementation Gaps: Despite its comprehensive 

provisions, the Act’s implementation remains woefully 
inadequate. 
�	For instance, National Safai Karamchari Ayog 

(NSKA) identified 1,720 manual scavengers in 6 
of Karnataka’s 30 districts, estimating the number 
could exceed 10,000 if a full state-wide survey 
was conducted.

z	Underreporting and Denial: Many local bodies and 
state governments under report or deny the existence 
of manual scavenging, hampering effective 
implementation.
�	In 2018, the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment identified only 54,130 manual 
scavengers across 170 districts in 18 states, a 
figure widely considered an underestimate by 
activists and NGOs.

z	Sewer Deaths: The Act has been largely ineffective in 
preventing deaths during sewer and septic tank 
cleaning. 
�	According to the National Commission for Safai 

Karamcharis, 631 people died cleaning sewers 
and septic tanks between 2010 and 2020.

Measures for Better Implementation:
z	Strengthening Identification and Reporting: Conduct 

comprehensive, technology-aided surveys to identify 
manual scavengers and insanitary latrines.
�	Implement a robust, real-time reporting 

mechanism, possibly using a mobile app, to 
ensure accurate data collection.

�	Expand the Swachh Survekshan initiative to 
include specific parameters for identifying and 
reporting manual scavenging. 

z	Enhancing Rehabilitation Efforts: Provide skill 
development and vocational training tailored to local 
job markets and individual aptitudes.
�	Ensure timely disbursement of rehabilitation 

funds and monitor their utilization through a 
transparent, digital platform.

�	Scale up and replicate successful models like the 
Harpic World Toilet College in Maharashtra, 
which has trained over 6,000 sanitation workers 
in mechanized cleaning.

z	Technological Interventions: Promote and subsidize 
mechanized cleaning of sewers and septic tanks.
�	Invest in research and development of cost-

effective, locally adaptable sanitation 
technologies.
�	Establish a dedicated fund for innovation in 

sanitation technology. 
�	The success of the Bandicoot robot in Kerala, 

which cleans manholes without human 
intervention, should be studied and potentially 
scaled up nationally.

z	Awareness and Education: Launch a nationwide 
awareness campaign, similar in scale to the Swachh 
Bharat Mission, focusing on the illegality and 
inhumanity of manual scavenging.
�	Engage popular media, including cinema and 

television, to raise awareness about manual 
scavenging.

Conclusion: 
To bridge the yawning gap between legislation and 

social realities related to persistence of manual scavenging in 
India, a multi-pronged, sustained, and intensive approach is 
imperative. The National Action for Mechanized Sanitation 
Ecosystem (NAMASTE) Scheme is a key step in this direction, 
reflecting the government’s human-centric approach by 
ensuring no sanitation worker is forced to engage in hazardous 
tasks like manual sewer and septic tank cleaning.

15.	 ”The concept of ‘development-induced displacement’ 
raises critical questions about the balance between 
national progress and social justice.” Analyze India’s 
rehabilitation and resettlement policies for displaced 
communities, suggesting improvements to ensure 
equitable development. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining the concept of 

development-induced displacement
z	Delve into India’s Rehabilitation and Resettlement 

Policies
z	Highlight the Key Features of Current Policy (LARR 

Act, 2013)
z	Give Implementation Challenges
z	Highlight Suggestions for Improvement
z	Conclude suitably. 
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Suggestions for Improvement: 
z	Participatory Planning: Involve affected communities 

in the planning process from the outset.
z	Skill Development and Livelihood Support: Focus on 

long-term economic rehabilitation through skill training 
and job placement.

z	Time-Bound Implementation: Set strict timelines for 
compensation disbursement and resettlement.

z	Cultural and Community Preservation: Ensure 
resettlement plans consider cultural and community ties.

z	Independent Monitoring Mechanism: Establish third-
party monitoring of R&R implementation.

z	Gender-Sensitive Approach: Ensure women’s rights 
and needs are specifically addressed in R&R policies.

z	Alternative Development Models: Explore 
development alternatives that minimize displacement.

z	Comprehensive Database: Create a national database 
of displaced persons to track long-term outcomes.

Conclusion: 
Balancing national progress with social justice in the 

context of development-induced displacement remains a 
critical challenge for India. By adopting a more participatory, 
transparent, and holistic approach to rehabilitation and 
resettlement, India can move towards more equitable 
development.

16.	 Q. Despite comprehensive legislative measures to protect 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, atrocities against 
these communities continue to persist in India. Examine. 
(250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by mentioning constitutional provisions 

related to SC and STs
z	Give legislative measures to protect Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes
z	Highlight Reasons for Persistence of Atrocities 

Against the Communities
z	Give Measures to Address the Issue:
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The Indian Constitution ensures equality, justice, 

and dignity for all citizens, with specific provisions for the 
protection of SCs and STs, such as Article 15(4) for their 
advancement, Article 16(4) for reservation in employment, 
and Article 17 for the abolition of untouchability. 
z	Despite these safeguards, atrocities against these 

communities persist, reflecting deep-rooted societal 
discrimination and challenges in law enforcement.

Introduction: 
The concept of ‘development-induced displacement’ 

refers to the forced relocation of communities due to large-
scale development projects such as dams, mines, industrial 
plants, and urban renewal initiatives. 
z	While these projects are often crucial for national 

progress, they raise significant concerns about social 
justice, particularly for marginalized communities who 
are disproportionately affected.

Body: 
India’s Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policies: 

India’s approach to rehabilitation and resettlement 
(R&R) has evolved significantly over the years:
z	Pre-1990s: No comprehensive national policy; project-

specific approaches.
z	2004: National Policy on Resettlement and 

Rehabilitation.
z	2007: National Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy.
z	2013: The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency 

in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement 
Act (LARR Act).
Example: The Sardar Sarovar Project on the Narmada 

River highlighted the inadequacies of early resettlement 
policies, leading to widespread protests and eventual policy 
reforms.
Key Features of Current Policy (LARR Act, 2013): 
z	Comprehensive Approach: Combines land acquisition 

with rehabilitation and resettlement.
z	Social Impact Assessment: Mandatory for all projects.
z	Consent Requirement: 70-80% consent from affected 

families for private projects.
z	Compensation: 4 times the market value in rural areas; 

2 times in urban areas.
z	Resettlement Provisions: Housing, employment, and 

other social security measures.
Implementation Challenges
z	Inadequate Implementation: Gap between policy 

provisions and ground realities.
z	Delays in Compensation: Often leading to prolonged 

displacement periods.
z	Limited Livelihood Restoration: Insufficient focus on 

long-term economic rehabilitation.
z	Lack of Transparency: In assessment and disbursement 

processes.
Example: The Polavaram dam project in Andhra 

Pradesh faced criticism for inadequate rehabilitation of tribal 
communities, highlighting implementation gaps.
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Body:
Legislative Measures to Protect Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes: 
z	Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955: Enacted to enforce 

the abolition of untouchability and punish offenses 
arising from it. 

z	Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989: Aims to prevent atrocities, 
provide relief, and rehabilitation to victims. 
�	52,866 cases of atrocities against Scheduled 

Castes (SCs) and 9,725 cases of Scheduled Tribes 
(STs) under that act in 2022. 

z	Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Amendment Act, 2015: Expanded the 
scope of offenses and established special courts for 
speedy trials.

z	Forest Rights Act, 2006: Recognizes the rights of forest-
dwelling STs and other traditional forest dwellers.
�	Odisha is one of the leading States in 

implementation of FRA with distribution of 4.56 
lakhs of individual forest right (IFR) titles. 

Reasons for Persistence of Atrocities  
Against the Communities
z	Deep-rooted Social Prejudices: Centuries-old caste-

based discrimination continues to influence social 
interactions. 
�	The 2020 Hathras gang rape case in Uttar Pradesh 

highlighted how caste prejudices can affect even 
criminal investigations and justice delivery.

z	Economic Disparities: Persistent poverty and lack of 
economic opportunities make SC/ST communities 
vulnerable to exploitation. 
�	According to Global Multidimensional Poverty 

Index (MPI) estimates, five out of every six 
multidimensionally poor in India belong to SC, ST 
or Other Backward Class (OBC) households.
�	ST with more than 50% multidimensionally 

poor, followed by SC with 33.3% 
z	Limited Access to Education: Despite reservations, 

educational attainment remains low, perpetuating 
cycles of disadvantage. 

�	The gross enrolment ratio for STs in higher 
education was only 21.2% in 2021-22.

z	Ineffective Implementation of Laws: Lack of awareness, 
resources, and sometimes willingness among law 
enforcement agencies hampers the effectiveness of 
protective legislation.
�	The 2018 Bhima Koregaon violence saw delayed 

action against perpetrators, highlighting 
implementation gaps.

Measures to Address the Issue: 
z	Strengthening Education and Awareness: Implement 

comprehensive education programs focusing on 
constitutional values and anti-discrimination like 
Eklavya Model Schools. 

z	Economic Empowerment: Enhance skill development 
programs and provide better access to credit and 
entrepreneurship opportunities. 
�	The Stand-Up India scheme can be further 

expanded and strengthened.
z	Improved Law Enforcement: Sensitize police forces 

and establish special units dedicated to SC/ST 
protection in high-risk areas. 

z	Strengthening Grassroots Governance: Empower 
Gram Sabhas and local bodies to play a more active 
role in preventing atrocities
�	Kerala’s Kudumbashree mission has successfully 

integrated SC/ST women into local governance 
structures.

z	Leveraging Technology: Use digital platforms for quick 
reporting, tracking, and resolving cases of atrocities.
�	The Atrocity Tracking and Monitoring System 

(ATM) has improved case monitoring and victim 
compensation delivery, and can be further 
enhanced using AI and ML. 

Conclusion: 
While India has made significant strides in legislative 

protection for SC and ST communities, the persistence of 
atrocities underscores the need for a multi-pronged approach. 
This approach must combine stricter law enforcement, social 
awareness and economic empowerment.

nnn



MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION SEPTEMBER (2024)   23www.dr ish t i IAS.com

�	The success of the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) 
scheme, which has transferred over ₹24.8 lakh 
crore to beneficiaries since 2013, could be further 
amplified with the digital rupee.

z	Enhanced Tax Compliance and Reduced Black Money 
and Counterfeiting: Increased traceability allows for 
better monitoring of financial transactions.
�	For instance, it will be easier to track from where 

did the businessman accumulate the money, did 
he pay an appropriate amount of tax or not.

�	It will also reduce the scope for counterfeiting.
Potential Challenges and Limitations

z	Digital Divide: Limited access to internet connectivity 
in rural areas may hinder adoption. Over 56% of users 
in India face connection issues, indicating a significant 
portion of the population may face barriers to access.

z	Cybersecurity Concerns: CBDCs would be able to 
accumulate sensitive payment and user data at an 
unprecedented scale. 
�	In the wrong hands, this data could be used to 

spy on citizens’ private transactions, obtain 
security-sensitive details about individuals and 
organizations, and even steal money.

z	Erosion of Cash Flexibility: It may eliminate the 
distinction between cash and deposits. 
�	Unlike physical cash, which doesn’t bear interest 

and can be used freely, digital currency in a bank 
account may restrict flexibility by earning interest 
but reducing immediate, interest-free liquidity. 

�	This shift could have broader implications for how 
individuals manage their finances and access cash 
for routine expenditures. 

Implementation Strategies for Enhanced  
Financial Inclusion: 

z	Infrastructure Development: The government can 
invest in expanding internet connectivity and digital 
infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, to bridge the 
digital divide.  

z	Financial Literacy Programs: The RBI and other 
financial institutions can collaborate to develop and 
implement financial literacy programs to educate 
individuals about the benefits and risks of digital 
currency.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3

Economy
17.	 The introduction of Central Bank Digital Currency by the 

Reserve Bank of India marks a significant shift in India’s 
economic landscape. Evaluate the potential impacts of 
the digital rupee on financial inclusion. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the introduction 

of CBDC in India
z	Give Impacts of CBDC on Financial Inclusion
z	Highlight Potential Challenges and Limitations
z	Delve into Implementation Strategies for Enhanced 

Financial Inclusion
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) introduction of a 
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) in 2022, also known as 
the digital rupee, represents a significant evolution in India’s 
monetary system.

z	This initiative aligns with global trends towards 
digitalization of currencies and has the potential to 
reshape financial inclusion in the country.

Body:

Impacts of CBDC on Financial Inclusion: 

z	Increased Access to Financial Services: The digital 
rupee can potentially reach unbanked and 
underbanked populations, especially in rural and 
remote areas.
�	As of 2021, approximately 22% of Indian adults 

remain unbanked (World Bank Global Findex 
Database). 

�	The digital rupee could help bridge this gap by 
providing a simple, digital means of financial 
participation.

z	Reduced Transaction Costs: Digital transactions 
typically incur lower costs compared to traditional 
banking services. 
�	The digital rupee could significantly reduce this 

cost as it can reduce the cost of printing and 
transporting physical currency. 

z	Enhanced Government Benefit Distribution: Direct 
transfer of government benefits becomes more 
efficient and transparent.
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z	Regulatory Framework: A clear and comprehensive 
regulatory framework is necessary to govern the use of 
the digital rupee and protect consumers.   

z	Public-Private Partnerships: Partnerships between the 
government, private sector, and non-governmental 
organizations can help accelerate the adoption of the 
digital rupee.

Conclusion:
The introduction of the digital rupee by the RBI presents 

a transformative opportunity for financial inclusion in India. 
The success of this initiative in promoting financial inclusion 
will largely depend on thoughtful implementation strategies, 
robust infrastructure development, and comprehensive digital 
literacy programs transforming India from cashbased to less-
cash to cashless economy. 

18.	 Explain the concept of Agriculture 4.0 and discuss its 
potential role in ensuring food security in India. (150 
words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining Agriculture 4.0
z	Highlight its Potential Role in Ensuring Food Security 

in India
z	Give Challenges and Way Forward
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Agriculture 4.0 represents the fourth major revolution in 

agricultural practices. It integrates cutting-edge technologies 
such as the Internet of Things (IoT), artificial intelligence (AI), 
big data analytics, and precision farming techniques into 
traditional agricultural practices.
Body: 
Potential Role in Ensuring Food Security in India:
z	Increasing Crop Yields: A study by the National 

Academy of Agricultural Sciences suggests that 
widespread adoption of precision farming techniques 
could increase India’s food grain production by 10-
15%.
�	The Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) 

has developed PUSA-KRISHI, an Android app that 
provides farm-level advisories based on weather 
forecasts and soil health data. 

z	Reducing Post-Harvest Losses: IoT-enabled supply 
chain management and blockchain technology can 
minimize post-harvest losses, which currently account 
for 40% of India’s agricultural produce.

�	The eNAM (Electronic National Agriculture 
Market) platform, which leverages digital 
technology to connect farmers with buyers across 
the country.

z	Climate Resilience: AI-powered predictive models can 
help farmers adapt to changing climate patterns, 
ensuring consistent food production despite 
environmental challenges.
�	The CRIDA’s ‘Meghdoot’ app provides location, 

crop, and livestock-specific weather-based agro-
advisories.

z	Resource Efficiency: Smart irrigation systems and 
precision application of inputs can conserve water and 
reduce chemical usage, ensuring sustainable food 
production.
�	The Tamil Nadu Precision Farming Project 

demonstrated water savings of 40-50%.
�	The India agricultural robots market is estimated 

to project a CAGR of 20.99% and is set to register 
a revenue of USD 555.22 million by 2028.

z	Improving Nutritional Security: Vertical farming can 
produce up to 10 times more crop yield per unit area 
compared to traditional farming methods.
�	In Mumbai, Kheyti’s “greenhouse-in-a-box” 

technology has helped small farmers increase 
yields by 50-60% while using 80-90% less water.

Challenges and Way Forward:
Despite its potential, the implementation of Agriculture 

4.0 in India faces challenges such as limited digital 
infrastructure, small landholdings, and low digital literacy 
among farmers. Addressing these challenges requires:
z	Public-private partnerships to improve rural digital 

infrastructure
z	Promoting Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) for 

collective adoption of technologies
z	Customized financial products and digital literacy 

programs for farmers
z	Standardization of agricultural data and creation of 

open data platforms
z	Integrating Agriculture 4.0 concepts into agricultural 

education and extension services
Conclusion:

Agriculture 4.0 presents a transformative opportunity 
for India to address its food security challenges. However, 
realizing this potential requires a concerted effort from 
government, private sector, and farming communities to 
overcome existing barriers and create an enabling ecosystem 
for the widespread adoption of smart farming practices.
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Science and Technology
19.	 How does the development of reusable launch vehicles 

align with the objectives of India’s Space Policy 2023? 
Discuss its implications for the commercialization of 
India’s space sector. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by mentioning India’s Space 

Policy 2023
z	Delve into Reusable Launch Vehicles Alignment with 

Indian Space Policy 2023
z	Give its Implications for Commercialization of India’s 

Space Sector 
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
India’s Space Policy 2023 outlines ambitious goals for 

the country’s space program, including enhancing space-
based applications, promoting international cooperation, 
and ensuring sustainable space activities. 
z	The development of reusable launch vehicles (RLVs) 

aligns closely with these objectives.
Body: 
Reusable Launch Vehicles Alignment with Indian Space 
Policy 2023: 
z	Technological Advancement: The Indian Space Policy 

2023 emphasizes India’s commitment to developing 
cutting-edge space technologies. The RLV program 
exemplifies this objective:
�	ISRO’s Pushpak- Reusable Launch Vehicle 

Technology Demonstrator (RLV-TD) project 
showcases India’s progress in complex aerospace 
technologies.

�	The LEX-03 mission simulated landing conditions 
for a vehicle returning from space, with landing 
velocities exceeding 320 km/h – faster than 
commercial aircraft or typical fighter jets.

z	Cost-Effectiveness: A key goal of the Indian Space 
Policy 2023 is to reduce the cost of access to space. 
RLVs directly contribute to this objective:
�	Reusability significantly lowers launch costs by 

eliminating the need to build new vehicles for 
each mission.

�	The RLV-TD program aims to develop technologies 
for a fully reusable two-stage orbital launch 
vehicle, potentially revolutionizing launch 
economics.

z	Commercialization of the Space Sector: The Indian 
Space Policy 2023 seeks to enhance private sector 
participation in space activities. RLV technology has 
significant commercial implications:

�	The development of RLV technologies creates 
opportunities for technology transfer and spin-
offs to the private sector.

�	The policy could lead to partnerships similar to 
NASA’s Commercial Crew Program, where private 
companies like SpaceX and Boeing develop and 
operate spacecraft for government and 
commercial use.

z	Enhancing Launch Capabilities: The policy aims to 
expand India’s space infrastructure and launch 
capacity:

�	RLVs can potentially increase launch frequency 
and payload capacity.

�	The ability to quickly refurbish and relaunch 
vehicles enhances overall space access.

�	ISRO’s RLV-TD program includes testing 
hypersonic flight, autonomous landing, and 
powered cruise flight – all critical for developing a 
versatile, reusable space transportation system.

Implications for Commercialization of Indian Space Sector :

z	New Business Models: RLVs enable more flexible and 
responsive launch services, allowing companies to 
offer “space-on-demand” solutions.

z	Reduced Entry Barriers: Lower launch costs make it 
easier for startups and smaller companies to enter the 
space market with innovative satellite and payload 
concepts.

z	Increased Launch Frequency: Quicker turnaround 
times for RLVs can support the deployment and 
maintenance of large satellite constellations for 
communications, Earth observation, and other 
applications.

z	Domestic Manufacturing: The development of RLVs 
will drive demand for specialized components and 
materials, potentially boosting India’s aerospace 
manufacturing sector.

z	Space Tourism: While not an immediate focus, 
mastering RLV technology lays the groundwork for 
potential future space tourism opportunities.
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Conclusion:
The development of reusable launch vehicles is strongly 

aligned with India’s Space Policy 2023, supporting goals of 
technological advancement, cost-effectiveness, and sector 
commercialization. This alignment promises to enhance 
India’s position in the global space economy while fostering 
domestic innovation and economic growth in the space sector. 

20.	 How can 3D printing technology be leveraged to reduce 
waste and resource consumption in India’s industrial 
sector?  (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining 3D Printing
z	Delve into the potential of 3D printing in minimizing 

waste and optimize resource use in India’s Industrial 
sector

z	Conclude suitably. 
Introduction: 

3D printing, also known as additive manufacturing, is an 
innovative technology that has the potential to revolutionize 
production processes across various industries. 
z	In the context of India’s industrial sector, which faces 

challenges related to waste generation and resource 
inefficiency, 3D printing offers promising solutions to 
reduce environmental impact while enhancing 
productivity and competitiveness.

Body:
Potential of 3D Printing in Minimizing Waste and Optimize 
Resource Use in India’s Industrial Sector: 
z	On-Demand Manufacturing: 3D printing enables on-

demand production, significantly reducing 
overproduction and associated waste. 
�	This approach is particularly beneficial for 

industries with fluctuating demand or those 
producing customized products.

�	Instead of maintaining large inventories of rarely-
used components, they could print specific parts 
as needed, reducing storage costs and minimizing 
obsolescence waste.

z	Optimized Design for Resource Efficiency: 3D printing 
allows for complex, optimized designs that use less 
material while maintaining or improving functionality.
�	This can lead to significant reductions in raw 

material consumption across various industries.
�	The aerospace industry in India, represented by 

companies like Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL), could utilize 3D printing to create 
lightweight aircraft components. 

�	India’s first 3D-printed post office in Bengaluru 
serves as a model. 

z	Reduction in Manufacturing Waste: Traditional 
subtractive manufacturing methods often result in 
significant material waste. 
�	3D printing, being an additive process, uses only 

the material necessary for the final product, 
drastically reducing waste.

�	In the jewelry manufacturing sector, which is 
significant in India, companies could implement 
3D printing for creating intricate designs. 

�	This could reduce gold and silver waste by up to 
50% compared to traditional casting methods, as 
the excess material can be easily recycled and 
reused.

z	Localized Production: 3D printing enables 
decentralized, localized production, reducing the 
need for long-distance transportation and associated 
packaging waste.
�	In the medical device industry, companies could 

set up small-scale 3D printing facilities in different 
regions of India. 
�	This would allow for the local production of 

customized prosthetics or medical implants, 
reducing transportation costs and packaging 
waste while improving accessibility for 
patients.

z	Repair and Refurbishment: 3D printing can extend the 
lifespan of products by facilitating easy repair and 
refurbishment, reducing the need for complete 
replacements.
�	In the consumer electronics sector, companies 

could use 3D printing to produce spare parts for 
out-of-production models. 

z	Sustainable Material Usage: 3D printing technology is 
compatible with a wide range of materials, including 
recycled and biodegradable options, promoting a 
circular economy approach in manufacturing.
�	In the construction industry, companies could 

explore 3D printing with sustainable materials like 
recycled concrete or bioplastics derived from 
agricultural waste. 

Conclusion: 
The integration of 3D printing technology in India’s 

industrial sector presents a significant opportunity to address 
waste reduction and resource efficiency challenges. However, 
successful implementation will require heavy investment in 
technology, skill development, and supportive policies to 
overcome initial barriers and maximize the potential benefits 
across various industries.



MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION SEPTEMBER (2024)   27www.dr ish t i IAS.com

21.	 What is space debris? Discuss the growing problem of 
space junk in Earth’s orbit, its potential impacts on space 
exploration and satellite operations. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining space debris
z	Highlight Growing Problem of Space Debris and Its 

Potential Impacts
z	Give Current Mitigation Efforts in brief
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 

Space debris refers to defunct artificial objects in 
space, primarily in Earth’s orbit. These objects include spent 
rocket stages, defunct satellites, fragments from collisions 
or explosions, and even tools lost by astronauts during 
spacewalks. 

z	As of 2024, there are approximately 36,500 pieces of 
space debris larger than 10 cm orbiting Earth, 
according to the European Space Agency (ESA). 

Body: 

Growing Problem of Space Debris and Its Potential Impacts: 

z	Threat to Operational Satellites: Space debris can 
damage or destroy functioning satellites, disrupting 
critical services such as communications, weather 
forecasting, and navigation systems.
�	In 2022, space debris from a Russian anti-satellite 

missile test came within 47 feet of damaging 
China’s Tsinghua science satellite. 

z	Risks to Human Spaceflight: Debris poses a significant 
risk to crewed missions, potentially damaging 
spacecraft or threatening astronaut safety during 
extravehicular activities.
�	NASA estimates that the International Space 

Station has performed over 30 debris avoidance 
maneuvers since 1999.

z	Economic Impacts: The need for constant monitoring, 
debris avoidance maneuvers, and potential loss of 
satellites can result in significant economic costs.
�	In 2023, the global space economy reached $546 

billion, with satellite services accounting for a 
substantial portion. The growing debris problem 
threatens this rapidly expanding sector.

z	Danger to Earth’s Surface and Atmosphere: Large 
pieces of space debris that survive reentry can pose 
risks to populated areas, aircraft, and maritime vessels. 

�	In 2021, a Chinese Long March 5B rocket stage 
made an uncontrolled reentry into Earth’s 
atmosphere, plunging into the Indian Ocean just 
west of the Maldives.

Current Mitigation Efforts:

z	Space Situational Awareness (SSA): Continuous 
monitoring and tracking of space objects to predict 
potential collisions.
�	The U.S. The Space Surveillance Network tracks 

over 27,000 pieces of orbital debris.
z	Debris Removal Technologies: Various methods are 

being developed to actively remove debris from orbit.
�	In 2023, the ESA approved the ClearSpace-1 

mission, set to launch in 2025, which aims to 
demonstrate technologies for capturing and de-
orbiting space debris.

z	International Guidelines: The UN Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) has 
established guidelines for debris mitigation

z	ISRO’s Initiatives: The ISRO System for Safe & 
Sustainable Operations Management and Project 
Netra are key initiatives aimed at enhancing India’s 
capabilities in SSA and space debris management.

Conclusion: 

The rising challenge of space debris threatens the 
sustainability of space exploration and satellite operations, 
contributing to risks such as Kessler syndrome. Addressing 
this issue requires international cooperation, innovation, and 
responsible practices, including “design for demise” principles 
that ensure satellites burn up entirely upon re-entry.

Biodiversity and Environment 
22.	 Analyze the effectiveness of the National Clean Air 

Programme (NCAP) in addressing urban air pollution in 
India. What additional measures can be implemented to 
improve air quality in major metropolitan areas? (250 
words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by mentioning National Clean 

Air Programme
z	Highlight the positive impacts of NCAP
z	Delve into its challenges and limitations
z	Give additional measures for improvement
z	Conclude suitably. 
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Introduction:
The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), launched 

in 2019 by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC), represents India’s first national-level 
framework to improve air quality across 131 cities in 24 
states/UTs. 
z	With India ranking as the third most polluted country 

globally and 42 of the world’s 50 most polluted cities 
located within its borders (IQAir report 2023), the 
NCAP aims to address this critical environmental and 
public health issue.

Body:
Effectiveness of NCAP:
Positive Impact:
z	As of 2023, 90 out of 131 cities have shown 

improvement in air quality in terms of annual PM10 
concentrations compared to the 2017-18 baseline.

z	Delhi, the capital, has seen a 17% reduction in annual 
PM2.5 concentration from 128 μg/m³ in 2018 to 106 
μg/m³ in 2023, and a 22% reduction in PM10 levels.

z	Srinagar was declared the cleanest city in terms of 
PM2.5 concentration (26.33 μg/m³) in 2022, while 
Kohima was the cleanest for PM10 concentration 
(26.77 μg/m³).

z	Implementation of BS-VI fuel standards nationwide in 
2020 to reduce vehicular emissions.

z	Installation of Vapour Recovery Systems (VRS) at 
petrol stations.

z	Development of Emergency Response Systems for air 
pollution emergencies.

Challenges and Limitations:
z	Uneven Progress:

�	Only 8 out of 46 cities have met the initial target 
of 20-30% reduction in PM levels.

�	22 cities have seen deterioration in PM10 levels 
over the past 5 years.

z	Underutilization of Funds:
�	Only 60% of allocated funds have been utilized 

by cities.
�	27% of cities have spent less than 30% of their 

designated budgets, with Visakhapatnam and 
Bengaluru utilizing less than 1% of their NCAP 
funds.

z	Implementation Gaps:
�	While most cities have submitted Clean Air Action 

Plans (CAAPs), effective implementation remains 
a challenge.

�	Bureaucratic hurdles and red-tapism have 
hindered the efficient utilization of resources.

Additional Measures for Improvement:
z	Enhanced Monitoring and Enforcement: Strengthen 

the air quality monitoring network to ensure 
comprehensive and reliable data collection.
�	Implement stricter enforcement of existing 

regulations on industrial emissions and vehicular 
pollution.

z	Sustainable Urban Planning: Promote transit-oriented 
development and green infrastructure in metropolitan 
areas.
�	Increase green cover and create more urban 

forests to act as natural air purifiers.
z	Clean Energy Transition: Accelerate the shift to 

renewable energy sources for power generation and 
industrial processes.
�	Expand the electric vehicle ecosystem in major 

cities through incentives and infrastructure 
development.

z	Waste Management: Implement advanced waste 
management techniques to reduce open burning of 
garbage.
�	Promote segregation and recycling to minimize 

landfill emissions.
z	Public Awareness and Participation: Launch extensive 

public awareness campaigns on the health impacts of 
air pollution.
�	Encourage citizen participation in local air quality 

improvement initiatives.
Conclusion: 

While the National Clean Air Programme has made 
some progress in addressing urban air pollution in India, 
significant challenges remain. To improve air quality in major 
metropolitan areas, a multi-pronged approach is necessary, 
involving enhanced monitoring, clean energy transition (SDG 
7), sustainable urban planning (SDG 11), and better waste 
management. This aligns with India’s goals for public health 
(SDG 3) and climate action (SDG 13) to ensure cleaner air and 
improved well-being.

Internal Security
23.	 Assess the impact of drug trafficking on India’s internal 

security, with special reference to the Golden Crescent 
and Golden Triangle routes. What measures can be taken 
to combat this threat? (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the menace of 

drug trafficking
z	Delve into the impact of drug trafficking on India’s 

internal security
z	Give impact of Golden Crescent Route on India
z	Highlight the impact of Golden Triangle Route on India
z	Conclude suitably.
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Introduction: 

Drug trafficking poses a significant threat to India’s internal security due to its far-reaching consequences. The Golden 
Crescent and Golden Triangle regions, located on India’s western and eastern borders, respectively, serve as major hubs for 
the production and trafficking of illicit drugs. 

Body: 

Impact of Drug Trafficking on India’s Internal Security:

z	Funding of Terrorism and Insurgency: In 2023, the NIA seized property in Amritsar linked to a narco-terror case 
involving a module accused of smuggling drugs from Pakistan under the guise of rock salt exports.

z	Rise in Organized Crime: The emergence of powerful drug cartels in major cities like Mumbai and Delhi, often with 
international connections.

z	Corruption of Law Enforcement: The 2013 Punjab drug scandal, where several politicians and police officers were 
implicated in a multi-crore drug trafficking network.

z	Economic Impact through Money Laundering: Recently, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) busted an 
international drug smuggling network in Chengalpet near Chennai.

Golden Crescent Route:  

It refers to the opium-producing area encompassing Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan.

Impact on India:

z	Proximity to major Opium-producing Regions: Afghanistan produces over 80% of the world’s opium, much of which 
transits through Pakistan to reach India.

z	Exploitation of porous borders: Recently, Udta Rajasthan, has replaced Punjab as the main entry point for narcotics 
supplied by Pakistani gangs, who use drones to send consignments across the border.
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Golden Triangle Route

The Golden Triangle encompasses Myanmar, Laos, and Thailand, known for opium and methamphetamine production.

Impact on India:

z	Vulnerability of the Northeast Region: Recently, a joint team of Assam Rifles, Manipur Police and Narcotics Control 
Bureau seized drugs worth Rs 165 crores during raids at two locations in the Indo-Myanmar border town of Moreh.

z	Emergence of New Synthetic Drugs: Increased seizures of methamphetamine (‘Yaba’ tablets) in states like Mizoram 
and Manipur.

Measures to Combat the

z	Strengthening Border Security: Deployment of advanced surveillance systems like ground sensors and drones along 
the India-Pakistan and India-Myanmar borders.

z	International Collaboration: India’s participation in the BRICS Drug Working Group to share intelligence and best 
practices with partner countries is a significant step.

z	Addressing Demand Reduction: Implementation of the National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (2018-2025) 
focusing on prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation is a good step. 



MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION SEPTEMBER (2024)   31www.dr ish t i IAS.com

z	Tackling Money Laundering: Strengthening the 
Enforcement Directorate’s capabilities to investigate 
and prosecute drug-related money laundering cases.

z	Alternative Livelihood Programs in Vulnerable Areas: 
The Manipur government’s initiative to promote large 
cardamom cultivation as an alternative to opium 
poppy farming.

z	Public Awareness Campaigns: The Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment’s “Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan” launched in 2020 across 272 vulnerable 
districts can be further enhanced. 

Conclusion: 

Drug trafficking poses a serious threat to India’s internal 
security. By implementing a comprehensive approach 
that combines border security measures, effective law 
enforcement, community-based initiatives, international 
cooperation, and addressing underlying issues, India can 
effectively combat this menace and protect its national 
interests.

24.	 The weaponization of social media for propaganda and 
recruitment by extremist groups poses a significant 
threat to internal security. How can India develop a 
robust strategy to combat digital extremism without 
compromising democratic values? (250 words)

Approach: 

z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the proliferation 
of digital extremism

z	Delve into the Challenges Posed by Digital Extremism
z	Give Strategies to Combat Digital Extremism
z	Highlight ways to Striking a Balance Between 

Combating Digital Extremism and Upholding 
Democratic Values

z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 

The digital age has brought unprecedented connectivity 
and access to information, but it has also created new 
avenues for extremist groups to spread propaganda and 
recruit followers.

z	India, as the world’s largest democracy and a rapidly 
digitizing nation, faces a unique challenge in combating 
digital extremism while upholding its democratic 
values. 

Body: 
Challenges Posed by Digital Extremism: 
z	Rapid Dissemination of Hate Speech: Social media 

platforms allow extremist groups to disseminate 
hateful content at lightning speed, reaching a wide 
audience and fostering division within society.
�	Example: The Christchurch mosque attacks in 

2019, where the perpetrator live-streamed his 
heinous acts on Facebook, demonstrating the 
rapid spread of extremist content online.

z	Recruitment and Radicalization: Online platforms 
provide a fertile ground for extremist groups to recruit 
vulnerable individuals and groom them into radicalized 
followers.
�	Example: ISIS used Telegram and other messaging 

apps to recruit and spread propaganda.
z	Deepfakes and Misinformation: The proliferation of 

deepfakes and other forms of misinformation can be 
used to manipulate public opinion and undermine 
trust in democratic institutions.
�	The Indian general election of 2024 saw a surge 

in the deployment of AI-based technologies, 
particularly deep fakes and disinformation 
campaigns. 

z	Honey Trapping: Extremist groups may employ honey 
trapping tactics through social media  to compromise 
individuals working in sensitive positions, such as 
defense or government agencies.
�	In 2023, a DRDO scientist was arrested for 

allegedly sharing sensitive information with a 
Pakistani intelligence operative who had lured 
him into a romantic relationship.

Strategies to Combat Digital Extremism: 
z	Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration: A collaborative 

approach involving government agencies, technology 
companies, civil society organizations, and academic 
institutions is essential to combat digital extremism.

z	Content Moderation and Fact-Checking: Technology 
companies should implement robust content 
moderation policies and invest in fact-checking 
initiatives to reduce the spread of harmful content.
�	Indian Government issues advisory to social 

media intermediaries to identify misinformation 
and deep fakes and remove any such content 
when reported within 36 hours of reporting, is a 
significant step in this direction.
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z	Counter-Narratives and Positive Messaging: 
Government and civil society organizations should 
develop counter-narratives and promote positive 
messaging to challenge the extremist ideology.

z	Cybersecurity and Digital Literacy: Strengthening 
cybersecurity measures and enhancing law 
enforcement capabilities can help disrupt the activities 
of extremist groups online.
�	Also, promoting digital literacy among the 

population can help individuals identify and 
counter extremist propaganda.

Striking a Balance Between Combating Digital Extremism 
and Upholding Democratic Values:

While combating digital extremism is crucial, it is equally 
important to safeguard democratic values such as freedom 
of speech and expression. Here are some key considerations:
z	Proportionality: Any measures taken to restrict online 

content should be proportionate to the threat posed.

z	Clarity and Transparency: Laws and regulations 
governing online content should be clear and 
transparent to avoid arbitrary censorship.

z	Independent Oversight: An independent body should 
be established to monitor and review government 
actions related to online content moderation.

z	International Cooperation: International cooperation 
is essential to address the global nature of digital 
extremism while respecting national sovereignty.

Conclusion

Combating digital extremism in India requires a 
multifaceted approach that balances the need to protect 
national security with the preservation of democratic 
values. By fostering collaboration, promoting digital literacy, 
strengthening cybersecurity measures, and developing 
effective counter-narratives, India can mitigate the threat 
posed by extremist groups operating online.

nnn
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Theoretical Question
25.	 Integrity and transparency are often cited as pillars of 

good governance. Discuss how these principles can 
sometimes conflict in real-world scenarios. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining  Integrity and 

transparency
z	Give key arguments where Integrity and Transparency 

Conflict In Real-world Scenarios
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Integrity is the adherence to moral and ethical 

principles, while transparency is the openness and honesty 
in communication and decision-making. They are often 
touted as the cornerstones of good governance. They ensure 
accountability, public trust, and effective decision-making. 
z	However, in the complex real-world scenarios, these 

principles can sometimes clash, leading to ethical 
dilemmas and challenging trade-offs.

Body: 
Integrity and Transparency Conflicting in  
Real-world Scenarios: 
z	National Security vs. Public Right to Information: In 

matters of national security, complete transparency 
may compromise sensitive operations or intelligence. 
However, lack of transparency can also enable 
corruption or rights violations.
�	Example: The Rafale fighter jet deal controversy 

in India highlights this tension. While the 
government cited national security to withhold 
certain details, opposition parties and activists 
argued that full disclosure was necessary for 
public accountability. 

z	Protecting Individual Privacy vs. Ensuring Transparency 
in Public Office: Public officials have a right to personal 
privacy, but excessive privacy protections can hinder 
transparency and accountability.
�	Example: The debate around making politicians’ 

asset declarations public in India. 
�	While asset disclosure promotes 

transparency, some argue it infringes on 
privacy rights and could expose officials to 
security risks.

z	Whistleblower Protection vs. Organizational 
Confidentiality: Whistleblowers play a crucial role in 
exposing corruption, but their actions may breach 
confidentiality agreements or protocols.
�	Example: The Indian Whistleblowers Protection 

Act aims to protect those who expose corruption. 
�	However, its implementation has been 

challenging, with some whistleblowers facing 
retaliation despite the law. 

z	Rapid Decision-making vs. Thorough Consultation 
Processes: In crisis situations, leaders may need to act 
quickly, potentially bypassing usual transparency 
procedures. However, this can raise questions about 
integrity and accountability.
�	Example: The sudden demonetization decision in 

2016 was made with minimal public consultation 
to prevent currency hoarding. 
�	While this maintained the integrity of the 

operation, it was criticized for lack of 
transparency and preparedness.

z	Diplomatic Negotiations vs. Public Disclosure: 
Diplomatic processes often require confidentiality to 
build trust and achieve compromises. 
�	However, this can conflict with the public’s right 

to know about international agreements.
�	Example: India’s border negotiations with China 

often happen behind closed doors. While this 
allows for frank discussions, it has also led to 
public speculation and demands for greater 
transparency about the state of border issues.

z	Protection of Vulnerable Groups vs. Transparency in 
Social Programs: Protecting the privacy and dignity of 
vulnerable beneficiaries can sometimes conflict with 
transparency requirements in social welfare programs.
�	Example: The Aadhaar system in India aims to 

streamline benefit delivery, but has faced criticism 
over privacy concerns. 
�	The government has had to balance 

transparency in welfare distribution with 
protecting sensitive personal data.

Conclusion: 
While integrity and transparency are both crucial for 

good governance, balancing these principles requires careful 
consideration of context, legal frameworks, and potential 
consequences. The key lies in developing nuanced approaches 
that maximize both integrity and transparency to the greatest 
extent possible.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4
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26.	 Examine the concept of ‘empathy fatigue’ in public 
service. How can administrators maintain empathy while 
dealing with constant exposure to societal problems? 
(150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by defining empathy fatigue
z	Suggest ways to Maintain Empathy Amidst Constant 

Exposure to Societal Problems
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:
Empathy fatigue occurs when public servants become 

emotionally overwhelmed by the constant exposure to 
others’ problems, leading to a reduced capacity to empathize.
z	This concept is particularly relevant to public 

administrators who are constantly exposed to societal 
problems and human suffering. 

Body: 
Maintaining Empathy Amidst Constant Exposure to Societal 
Problems: 
z	Recognizing the Signs: Administrators need to be 

aware of the signs of empathy fatigue, which can 
include emotional exhaustion, decreased job 
satisfaction, and a sense of hopelessness.

z	Balancing Empathy and Professional Distance: 
Maintaining a balance between empathy and 
professional distance is crucial for long-term 
effectiveness in public service.

z	Self-Care Practices: Implementing regular self-care 
practices can help administrators recharge their 
empathy reserves.
�	The Happiness Department of Madhya Pradesh 

government organizes regular meditation and 
yoga sessions for its employees to help them 
manage stress and maintain emotional well-
being.

z	Rotation of Duties:Periodic rotation of duties can 
prevent burnout and renew empathy by exposing 
administrators to different aspects of public service.

z	Peer Support Systems: Creating peer support networks 
can provide a platform for sharing experiences and 
coping strategies.
�	The Indian Army has implemented a buddy 

system where soldiers are paired to support each 
other emotionally, a practice that could be 
adapted for civil administrators.

z	Maintaining Connection with Beneficiaries: Direct 
interaction with the beneficiaries of public services can 
reinforce the sense of purpose and empathy.
�	The ‘Jan Samvad’ initiative in several Indian 

states, where administrators directly interact with 
citizens, helps maintain a connection with the 
people they serve.

z	Psychological Support Services: Providing access to 
professional psychological support can help 
administrators manage empathy fatigue.
�	The Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) in India 

have introduced psychological support helplines 
for their personnel, a model that could be 
expanded to other public service domains

z	Community Engagement: Encouraging administrators 
to engage in community service outside their official 
duties can renew their sense of purpose and empathy.
�	The ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ program 

encourages civil servants to engage in cultural 
exchanges across states, broadening their 
perspectives.

Conclusion: 
Maintaining empathy while dealing with constant 

exposure to societal problems is a significant challenge for 
public administrators in India. However, by implementing 
a combination of personal, institutional, and policy-level 
strategies, it is possible to mitigate empathy fatigue.

27.	 Analyze the concept of “ethical fading” in organizational 
contexts. How can public institutions guard against this 
phenomenon and maintain high ethical standards over 
time? (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining ethical fading
z	Give Factors Contributing to Ethical Fading
z	Delve into key Safeguards for Public Institutions
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:
Ethical fading is a psychological phenomenon where 

individuals gradually become less sensitive to the ethical 
implications of their decisions over time. 
z	This can lead to unethical behavior that would have 

once been unthinkable. 
z	It is a significant concern in organizational contexts, 

where individuals are often faced with complex 
decisions that involve balancing competing interests.
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Body: 
Factors Contributing to Ethical Fading:
z	Pressure to Perform: When individuals are under 

intense pressure to achieve specific goals or meet 
deadlines, they may be more likely to overlook ethical 
considerations. 
�	For example, in the Satyam Computers scandal, 

pressure to maintain a high growth rate led to 
fraudulent accounting practices.   

z	Groupthink: When individuals within an organization 
are strongly influenced by the opinions of their peers, 
they may be less likely to question unethical behavior. 
�	The Adarsh Cooperative Housing Society scam in 

Mumbai is an example of groupthink leading to 
corruption and misuse of public funds.   

z	Desensitization: Exposure to unethical behavior over 
time can lead to desensitization, making it easier to 
justify or ignore such actions. 
�	The Vyapam scam in Madhya Pradesh, where 

admissions to medical colleges were manipulated 
through bribery, is a case in point.   

z	Organizational Culture: A toxic organizational culture 
that prioritizes short-term gains over long-term 
sustainability can create an environment where 
unethical behavior is tolerated or even rewarded. 

z	Lack of Recognition: A lack of recognition in a 
professional setting can contribute to ethical fading. 
�	When hardworking employees are not rewarded 

or acknowledged, they may become disillusioned 
and less likely to prioritize ethical considerations. 

Safeguards for Public Institutions:
z	Ethical Leadership: Strong ethical leadership is 

essential to setting the tone for an organization. 
�	Leaders should consistently demonstrate 

integrity and ethical behavior, and hold others 
accountable for their actions.   

z	Ethical Training: Regular ethical training programs can 
help employees recognize ethical dilemmas, develop 
critical thinking skills, and understand the consequences 
of unethical behavior.   

z	Ethical Reporting Mechanisms: Organizations should 
have clear and accessible mechanisms for employees 
to report unethical behavior without fear of retaliation. 

z	Transparency and Accountability: Public institutions 
should be transparent in their operations and 
accountable to the public. 

�	This includes regular audits, disclosure of 
financial information, and mechanisms for public 
scrutiny. 

�	The Right to Information Act in India has 
empowered citizens to access information about 
government activities and hold officials 
accountable.   

z	Ethical Codes and Policies: Organizations should 
develop and implement ethical codes and policies that 
clearly outline expected standards of behavior. 
�	These codes should be regularly reviewed and 

updated to reflect changing circumstances.
Conclusion: 

Ethical fading is a pervasive challenge in organizations, 
but it is not insurmountable. By fostering a strong ethical 
culture, providing comprehensive training, and implementing 
robust safeguards, public institutions can mitigate the risks 
associated with this phenomenon.

28.	 “Attitude shapes behavior, while aptitude determines 
capability.” Analyze this statement in light of ethical 
governance. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining attitude and 

aptitude
z	Give arguments to attitude shaping behavior
z	Give arguments to aptitude determining capability
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The statement “Attitude shapes behavior, while 

aptitude determines capability” is a nuanced exploration of 
the interplay between personal qualities and professional 
performance. 
z	While aptitude refers to the inherent abilities or 

talents that equip individuals for certain tasks, attitude 
encompasses their mindset, values, and beliefs. 

Body: 
Attitude Shaping Behavior: 
z	Attitude as a Driver of Ethical Conduct: A positive 

attitude towards public service can lead to more ethical 
behavior.
�	Example: IAS officer Armstrong Pame, known as 

the “Miracle Man,” demonstrated exceptional 
dedication by personally funding and overseeing 
the construction of a 100 km road in Manipur, 
connecting remote villages.
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z	Attitude’s role in Fostering Innovation: A positive 
attitude can inspire creative solutions to ethical 
challenges in governance.
�	IAS officer Hari Chandana Dasari initiated the 

“Feed the Need” program in Hyderabad, installing 
community refrigerators where people could 
donate excess food for the needy. 

�	Her innovative attitude shaped a behavior that 
addressed both food waste and hunger issues.

z	Attitude’s Influence on Team Morale: A leader’s 
positive attitude can inspire many throughout the 
organization. IAS officer Suhas L.Y., clinched a silver 
medal in badminton at Paris 2024 Paralympics. 
�	A positive attitude can motivate individuals to go 

beyond their comfort zones and strive for 
excellence. 
�	For instance, IAS officer Himanshu Nagpal’s 

commitment to helping lost children was 
driven by a deep sense of compassion and 
empathy, motivating him to spearhead 
Mission Muskaan.

z	Attitude’s Impact on Transparency: A positive attitude 
towards openness can lead to more transparent 
governance practices.
�	IAS officer Smita Sabharwal, known as the 

“People’s Officer,” initiated an open-door policy.
�	Her attitude of accessibility shaped her behavior, 

enhancing transparency and public trust.
Aptitude Determining Capability: 
z	Aptitude as a Foundation for Competent Governance: 

While attitude drives behavior, aptitude provides the 
necessary skills to implement ethical decisions 
effectively.
�	Example: IAS officer Rajendra Bhatt utilized his 

aptitude in technology and governance to develop 
the “Bhilwara Model” during the Covid-19 
pandemic.
�	His capability in crisis management and data 

analysis helped contain the spread of the 
virus effectively in the district.

z	Aptitude’s Role in Ethical Decision-making: Strong 
cognitive abilities are essential for navigating complex 
ethical dilemmas.
�	IAS officer Kannan Gopinathan demonstrated his 

aptitude for ethical decision-making when he 
resigned from his post to protest the restrictions 
imposed in Jammu and Kashmir. 

z	Aptitude’s Importance in Resource Management: 
Strong technical skills are crucial for managing public 
resources ethically and efficiently.
�	IAS officer C. Sridhar used his aptitude in financial 

management to implement a transparent 
e-tendering system in Tamil Nadu, significantly 
reducing corruption in public procurement.

Conclusion: 
The ideal scenario for ethical governance is when 

officers possess both a positive, service-oriented attitude 
and the requisite aptitude to implement their ethical 
vision effectively. This combination can lead to innovative, 
transparent, and citizen-centric governance that truly serves 
the public interest.

29.	 “Resilience is not about putting up with something 
difficult, but about creatively adapting to challenging 
situations.” Discuss (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining resilience
z	Give key arguments to resilience as creatively 

adapting to challenges
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:
Resilience is often misunderstood as merely enduring 

hardship. However, true resilience involves the ability to 
creatively adapt to challenging situations, transforming 
obstacles into opportunities for growth and innovation.
z	 This perspective shifts the focus from passive 

endurance to active problem-solving and personal 
development in the face of adversity.

Body:
Resilience-Creatively Adapting to Challenges
z	Resilience as Problem-Solver: Resilience involves 

approaching challenges with a problem-solving 
mindset, seeking innovative solutions rather than 
simply enduring difficulties.
�	Neeraj Chopra, the double Olympic medallist 

javelin thrower, demonstrated this aspect of 
resilience during the Diamond League Season 
2024. 
�	Despite sustaining a hand injury during 

training, Chopra did not just push through 
the pain.

�	Instead, he made changes in his technique 
and strategy, securing a runner-up position. 
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z	Adaptability and Flexibility: Resilient individuals are 
adaptable, able to adjust their approaches and 
expectations in response to changing circumstances.
�	Navdeep Singh, a Paralympics gold medalist, 

exemplifies this adaptability. 
�	After losing his leg in an accident, Singh did 

not just cope with his new reality; he adapted 
by exploring para-sports. 

�	This demonstrates how resilience involves 
flexibly adjusting one’s goals and methods in 
response to life-changing events.

z	Learning and Growth Mindset: Resilience is closely 
tied to a growth mindset, where challenges are viewed 
as opportunities for learning and personal development.
�	The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

demonstrated this aspect of resilience following 
the initial failure of the Chandrayaan-2 moon 
landing in 2019. 
�	Instead of being discouraged, ISRO scientists 

viewed the setback as a learning opportunity. 
They analyzed the failure, adapted their 
approach, and successfully launched 
Chandrayaan-3 in 2023, making India the 
first country to land near the lunar south 
pole.

z	Creative Resource Utilization: Resilient individuals and 
organizations creatively utilize available resources, 
finding innovative ways to overcome limitations.
�	During the Covid-19 pandemic, many Indian 

startups demonstrated this aspect of resilience. 
�	For instance, Wow! Momo, a food chain, creatively 

adapted to lockdown restrictions by launching 
Wow! Momo Essentials, delivering groceries and 
essential items. 
�	This shows how resilience involves creatively 

repurposing existing resources and 
capabilities to address new challenges.

z	Building Support Networks: Resilience is not just an 
individual trait but also involves building and 
leveraging support networks to overcome challenges 
collectively.
�	The success of India’s Self-Help Group (SHG) 

movement, particularly among rural women, 
illustrates this aspect of resilience. 

z	Reframing Setbacks as Opportunities: Resilience 
involves the ability to reframe setbacks as opportunities 
for growth and improvement, rather than viewing 
them as insurmountable obstacles.

�	Rohit Sharma’s journey from being dropped in 
the 2011 World Cup to captaining India in 2024 
exemplifies resilience. 
�	His shift from middle-order to opening 

batsman, combined with improved technique 
and mental toughness, transformed him into 
one of the most successful ODI openers, 
including scoring three double centuries.

Conclusion: 
Resilience transcends mere endurance; it embodies 

the creative adaptation to challenges that fosters growth 
and innovation. By embracing problem-solving, flexibility, 
and collaborative networks, resilient individuals and 
organizations can transform setbacks into opportunities. 
Ultimately, true resilience empowers us to navigate adversity 
with ingenuity and strength.

30.	 The concept of ‘ethical consumerism’ places moral 
responsibility on individuals for their consumption 
choices. Discuss the potential and limitations of this 
approach in addressing global environmental challenges.  
(150 words)

Approach: 
z	Begin by defining ethical consumerism.
z	Highlight the significance of ethical consumerism in 

promoting sustainability and fairness.
z	Conclude by summarizing its impact on individuals, 

businesses, and society.
Introduction: 

Ethical consumerism, a concept that encourages 
individuals to make conscious consumption choices based 
on ethical and environmental considerations, has gained 
significant traction in recent years. 
z	While it offers potential benefits in addressing global 

environmental challenges, it is important to understand 
its limitations and the need for complementary 
approaches.

Potential of Ethical Consumerism:
z	Market influence: Ethical consumers can exert 

significant influence on markets by supporting 
companies that prioritize sustainability and social 
responsibility. 
�	By choosing products and services from ethical 

brands, consumers can send a powerful message 
to businesses, encouraging them to adopt more 
sustainable practices. (Example: The rise of 
organic food markets in India, with companies like 
24 Mantra Organic seeing increased demand])
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z	Increased awareness: Ethical consumerism can raise 
awareness about environmental issues and promote a 
sense of personal responsibility for addressing them. 
�	By making informed choices, consumers can 

become more engaged in environmental issues 
and advocate for change. (Example: The 
#PlasticFreeJuly campaign in India, encouraging 
consumers to reduce single-use plastics)

z	Innovation and Sustainability: Ethical consumerism 
can drive innovation and the development of 
sustainable products and services. 
�	As consumers demand more environmentally 

friendly options, businesses are incentivized to 
invest in research and development to meet these 
needs. (Example: GoodDot’s plant-based meats 
in India)

Limitations of Ethical Consumerism:
z	Individual Action: While individual choices can make a 

difference, addressing global environmental challenges 
often requires collective action and systemic changes. 
�	Relying solely on ethical consumerism may not be 

sufficient to address complex issues like climate 
change and biodiversity loss.

z	Accessibility and Affordability: Ethical products and 
services may not always be accessible or affordable to 
all consumers, especially in developing countries. 
�	This can limit the impact of ethical consumerism 

and exacerbate social inequalities.
z	Greenwashing: Some companies may engage in 

greenwashing, making misleading claims about the 
sustainability of their products or services.
�	This can confuse consumers and undermine the 

effectiveness of ethical consumerism. (Example: 
Bournvita’s misleading label as an energy drink, 
which was later addressed by the FSSAI)

z	Behavioral Factors: Habitual consumption patterns 
and limited information can make it challenging for 
individuals to make ethical choices consistently.
�	Factors such as convenience and social pressure 

can influence consumer behavior.
Conclusion:

Ethical consumerism offers a valuable tool for 
addressing global environmental challenges by empowering 
individuals to make conscious choices and influencing market 
dynamics. However, it is essential to recognize its limitations 
and complement it with broader systemic changes and 
policy interventions. By combining ethical consumerism 
with collective action, innovation, and policy support, we 
can work towards a more sustainable and equitable future.

31.	 Climate change threatens to exacerbate global 
inequalities and create new ethical dilemmas around 
resource allocation. How should nations balance their 
own interests with global responsibilities in addressing 
this crisis? Examine the ethical principles that should 
guide international climate action. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer highlighting ethical issues 

posed by Climate Change
z	Give how nations balance their own interests with 

global responsibilities 
z	Give ethical principles that should guide international 

climate action
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Climate change is a critical global challenge that 

necessitates coordinated international action due to its far-
reaching impacts, such as rising temperatures and extreme 
weather events. 
z	This crisis not only intensifies existing inequalities but 

also raises ethical questions about resource allocation 
and responsibility. 

z	Nations must balance their self-interests with the 
urgent need for global cooperation to combat this 
issue.

Body: 
Balancing National Interests with Global Responsibilities: 
z	Reframing National Interests: Nations must redefine 

their interests to align with long-term global 
sustainability, recognizing that climate action can also 
serve national interests such as economic opportunities, 
health, and security.
�	Example: India’s Panchamrit pledge demonstrates 

this alignment.
z	Adopting a Co-benefits Approach: Countries should 

prioritize climate actions that deliver both national and 
global benefits, justifying domestic investments 
through immediate local advantages.

z	Engaging in Multilateral Agreements: Participation in 
international climate agreements enables nations to 
contribute to global efforts while representing their 
interests.

z	Leveraging International Finance Mechanisms: 
Nations can tap into global finance mechanisms to 
fund climate initiatives, easing the burden on national 
budgets while aiding global efforts
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�	The Green Climate Fund supports developing 
countries with mitigation and adaptation projects, 
aligning with their development goals.

z	Implementing Carbon Pricing with Border 
Adjustments: Nations can adopt domestic carbon 
pricing and border adjustments to enhance 
competitiveness and align economic interests with 
climate action
�	The EU’s proposed Carbon Border Adjustment 

Mechanism aims to prevent carbon leakage while 
encouraging stronger climate policies globally.

Ethical Principles that Should Guide  
International Climate Action: 

z	Principle of Common but Differentiated 
Responsibilities: This principle acknowledges that all 
nations have a shared responsibility to address climate 
change, but the extent of that responsibility varies 
based on historical contributions to emissions and 
current capabilities.
�	The Paris Agreement (2015) embodies this 

principle by allowing countries to set their own 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

z	Principle of Intergenerational Equity: Nations should 
consider the rights of future generations when making 
decisions about climate action and resource use today.
�	Summit of the Future 2024 demonstrating a 

commitment to long-term sustainability despite 
short-term economic gains from fossil fuels.

z	Principle of Global Justice and Fairness: Climate action 
should aim to reduce inequalities and ensure a just 
transition for all nations and communities.
�	The concept of “climate reparations,” where 

historically high-emitting countries provide 
financial support to vulnerable nations facing 
severe climate impacts, such as the loss and 
damage fund agreed upon at COP27 in 2022.

z	Principle of Precautionary Action: In the face of 
uncertainty about climate change impacts, nations 
should take preventive action rather than waiting for 
absolute scientific certainty.
�	The European Union’s adoption of the 

precautionary principle in its environmental 
legislation, leading to stricter regulations on 
potentially harmful substances and practices.

z	Principle of International Cooperation: Addressing 
climate change requires collaborative efforts that 
transcend national boundaries.
�	The International Solar Alliance, initiated by 

India and France, which aims to promote solar 
energy in sun-rich countries, showcasing how 
nations can work together to address climate 
challenges.

z	Principle of Technology Transfer and Capacity 
Building: Developed nations should facilitate the 
transfer of clean technologies and help build capacity 
in developing countries to address climate change.
�	The Climate Technology Centre and Network 

(CTCN), which provides technical assistance and 
capacity building to developing countries in 
climate mitigation and adaptation.

Conclusion: 
Addressing the climate crisis requires a delicate balance 

between national interests and global responsibilities. The 
ethical principles for addressing climate change encourage 
global cooperation, equity, and sustainability. Only through 
shared responsibility can the world address the climate crisis 
and its impact on future generations.

32.	 Explain the concept of “negative responsibility” in ethics. 
How does it challenge traditional views of moral 
responsibility? (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining negative 

responsibility
z	Delve into the concept of Negative Responsibility 

using suitable examples 
z	Give its Contrast with Traditional Views of Moral 

Responsibility
z	Highlight its limitations
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Negative responsibility refers to the ethical notion that 

individuals are morally responsible not only for their direct 
actions, but also for the consequences of their inactions or 
failures to act when they had the ability to prevent harm or 
do good.
z	For instance, if a person walking by a shallow pond 

sees a child drowning. According to negative 
responsibility, if they choose not to help despite being 
able to do so easily, they bear some moral responsibility 
for the child’s death.
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Body: 

Concept of Negative Responsibility: 

z	Philosophical Foundations: Negative responsibility is 
often associated with consequentialist ethical 
frameworks, particularly utilitarianism. It emphasizes 
the outcomes of our choices, including the choice not 
to act.
�	Peter Singer’s argument that affluent individuals 

have a moral obligation to donate to effective 
charities is based on negative responsibility. 

z	Implications for Individual and Collective Action: This 
concept has far-reaching implications for how we view 
our moral obligations, potentially requiring much 
more proactive engagement with global issues.
�	Climate change activism often invokes negative 

responsibility, arguing that individuals in 
developed nations bear responsibility for 
environmental damage if they don’t actively 
work to reduce their carbon footprint or support 
climate policies.

z	Intersection with Rights and Freedoms: Negative 
responsibility raises questions about the balance 
between individual liberty and social obligation.
�	Mandatory vaccination debates often invoke 

negative responsibility, arguing that choosing not 
to vaccinate makes one responsible for potential 
harm to immunocompromised.  

Contrast with Traditional Views of Moral Responsibility

Traditional views of moral responsibility typically 
focus on the direct consequences of one’s actions. Negative 
responsibility expands this scope significantly.

Example: In traditional ethics, if someone steals, they 
are responsible for the theft. Negative responsibility would 
argue that bystanders who could have easily prevented the 
theft but chose not to are also partially responsible.

Limitations: 

Critics argue that negative responsibility places an 
unreasonable burden on individuals and fails to account for 
the complexity of real-world situations.

z	Example: If negative responsibility were taken to its 
logical extreme, one could argue that any time spent 
on leisure activities is morally wrong, as that time 
could have been spent helping others in need.

Conclusion: 

Negative responsibility challenges traditional views of 
moral responsibility by expanding the scope of our ethical 
obligations, forcing us to reconsider the moral weight 
of inaction, and potentially placing greater demands on 
individuals to actively engage with societal and global issues.

Case Study
You are a senior officer in a state government 

responsible for overseeing appointments to key public 
positions. Recently, the government has initiated a 
recruitment process for a high-ranking post in the education 
department, critical for implementing the state’s education 
reforms. The selection committee has shortlisted two 
candidates. One is highly qualified with an impeccable 
track record, but they have been vocal in criticizing 
some government policies. The second candidate is less 
experienced but enjoys strong political backing and is 
perceived as loyal to the ruling party.

You are aware that the first candidate could 
significantly contribute to the education sector’s growth 
due to his expertise, but his independent stance might 
lead to friction with the political leadership. On the 
other hand, selecting the second candidate could ensure 
smoother relations with the political leadership but may 
compromise the quality of governance. Your decision will 
have a lasting impact on the state’s education policy and 
its future outcomes.

	 1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this situation?

	 2.	 What are ethical dilemmas in this case and what 
principles will guide your decision in this scenario?

	 3.	 How would you balance professional competence 
and political considerations in making a fair and just 
decision?

Introduction:

A senior state officer is tasked with appointing 
a candidate for a crucial education department role. 
One candidate is highly qualified but vocal in criticizing 
government policies, while the other has less experience 
but strong political backing. The officer’s decision will shape 
the state’s education reforms, balancing merit with political 
considerations.
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Body: 

	 1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this situation?

Stakeholder Interests/Concerns

State Government Ensuring the smooth implementation 
of policies, maintaining political 
stability.

Senior Officer Balancing merit-based recruitment 
with maintaining positive relations 
with leadership.

First Candidate Aspires to contribute to educational 
reforms but  has  a  h istory  of 
independent views.

Second Candidate Seeks the position, supported by 
political backing, but has limited 
experience.

Political Leadership Prefers a candidate who is a known 
one and loyal to the ruling party. 

Education 
Department

Needs  capab le  leadersh ip  to 
implement reforms and improve the 
education system.

Students and 
Teachers

Impacted by the effectiveness of 
education policies and reforms.

Public/Citizens Expect  qual i ty  educat ion and 
governance in the state.

Civil Society/Media Interested in transparency and 
fairness in public appointments and 
governance quality.

	 2.	 What are ethical dilemmas in this case and what 
principles will guide your decision in this scenario?

z	Competence vs. Conformity: Prioritizing professional 
excellence and proven capability in the field. Vs. 
Favoring political alignment and ideological conformity 
with the ruling party.

z	Objectivity vs. Loyalty: Valuing impartial expertise and 
critical thinking in decision-making. Vs. Prioritizing 
loyalty and adherence to the party line in governance.

z	Long-term Responsibility vs. Expediency:  Focusing on 
sustainable, long-term benefits for the education 
system. Vs. Opting for short-term political harmony 
and conflict avoidance.

z	Public Good vs. Partisan Interest: Serving the broader 
societal interest and educational needs of all citizens. 
Vs. Advancing specific political party goals and 
maintaining power dynamics.

z	Autonomy vs. Political Influence: Upholding 
institutional independence and professional 

discretion. Vs. Accepting increased political control 
over educational policies.

z	Moral Courage vs. Pragmatism: Demonstrating ethical 
fortitude in resisting undue political pressure. Vs. 
Adopting a pragmatic approach to navigate political 
realities.

z	Meritocracy vs. Nepotism: Championing a fair, merit-
based system for public appointments. Vs. Perpetuating 
a system that rewards political connections over 
qualifications.

	 3.	 How would you balance professional competence 
and political considerations in making a fair and just 
decision?

z	Prioritize Merit and Qualifications: Evaluate both 
candidates’ expertise, experience, and track records 
objectively
�	Assign greater weight to professional competence 

and relevant skills
�	Consider the potential impact each candidate 

could have on education reforms.
z	Focus on Long-term Outcomes: Prioritize the candidate 

most likely to drive sustainable improvements in 
education.
�	Consider long-term implications for the state’s 

education system over short-term political gains
z	Ensure Transparency and Accountability: Document 

the decision-making process thoroughly.
�	Prepare to justify the selection based on objective 

criteria 
�	Implement performance metrics to evaluate the 

appointee’s effectiveness
z	Uphold Ethical Standards: Ensure the decision aligns 

with principles of good governance
�	Avoid any perception of corruption or undue 

influence
Considering the above factors, I would choose the first 

candidate - the highly qualified individual with an impeccable 
track record, despite their vocal criticism of some government 
policies.
Justifications:
z	Expertise and Qualifications: The first candidate’s high 

qualifications and impeccable track record are crucial 
for implementing effective education reforms. Their 
expertise is likely to lead to better policy formulation 
and implementation.

z	Long-term Impact: Selecting the more qualified 
candidate prioritizes the long-term development of 
the education sector over short-term political 
convenience. This aligns with the responsibility to 
ensure quality governance.



42  MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION SEPTEMBER (2024) www.dr ish t i IAS.com

z	Constructive Criticism: The candidate’s willingness to 
criticize government policies can be viewed as an asset 
rather than a liability. 
�	It suggests an independent thinker who can 

provide valuable insights and potentially improve 
policy outcomes.

z	Ethical Considerations: Choosing based on merit 
rather than political loyalty upholds principles of good 
governance and meritocracy, which are essential for 
public trust.

z	Public Interest: The primary duty is to serve the public 
interest. 
�	A highly qualified education expert is more likely 

to improve educational outcomes for students, 
which should be the top priority.

To address potential challenges:
z	Clear Communication: Establish open lines of 

communication between the appointee and political 
leadership to address related concerns.

z	Performance Metrics: Implement clear performance 
indicators to ensure the appointee’s actions align with 
overall government objectives while allowing for 
constructive input.

z	Mediation Processes: Establish processes to mediate 
any significant disagreements that may arise between 
the appointee and political leadership.

z	Public Transparency: Clearly communicate the 
rationale for the appointment to the public, 
emphasizing the focus on improving education 
outcomes.

Conclusion: 
This decision prioritizes professional competence and 

the potential for significant positive impact on the education 
sector, while acknowledging the need to manage political 
considerations through proactive measures. It is essential to 
communicate this decision clearly and transparently to the 
political leadership and the public, explaining the rationale 
behind the choice.

In a rural region near the Ganga river basin, the local 
economy has increasingly become dependent on sand 
mining for construction purposes. The local government has 
issued permits for sand mining in limited areas under strict 
regulations. However, illegal sand mining is rampant in the 
region, with powerful contractors exploiting local resources 
and creating environmental degradation. Many contractors 
extract sand in excess of permitted limits and from non-
designated areas, severely affecting the river’s flow, local 
biodiversity, and nearby agricultural lands.

During your inspection visit as a district official, you 
observe large-scale illegal sand mining activities despite the 
presence of regulatory bodies. Upon questioning, the workers 
claim they are employed by a registered contractor operating 
within the limits. However, you notice heavy machinery being 
used in restricted areas. Villagers complain that illegal mining 
is damaging their fields, causing erosion, and affecting water 
availability. Moreover, you learn that the local administration 
is allegedly turning a blind eye to the issue due to the 
involvement of influential political figures.
	 1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this situation? 
	 2.	 Bring out and discuss the ethical issues involved in 

the above case.
	 3.	 What steps would you take to address the situation 

as a district official?
Introduction: 

In a rural region near the Ganga river basin, the local 
economy has become heavily reliant on sand mining for 
construction.  While the local government has issued permits 
for sand extraction under strict regulations, illegal mining 
remains widespread, causing significant environmental 
damage. 
z	Contractors are extracting sand beyond permitted 

limits, affecting the river’s flow, biodiversity, and 
nearby agricultural lands. 

z	During an inspection, the district official discovers 
large-scale illegal mining involving the use of heavy 
machinery in restricted areas. 

z	Villagers report that their lands are being eroded, 
water availability is affected, and the local 
administration is allegedly ignoring the issue due to 
political influence.

Body: 
	 1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this situation? 

Stakeholders Role/Interest in the Situation

Local Government Issuing sand mining permits and 
ensuring regulatory compliance.

Contractors Engaged in both legal and illegal sand 
mining for profit, often exceeding 
permitted limits.

Workers Employed in sand mining, claim to work 
for registered contractors, but may be 
involved in illegal activities.

Villagers/Farmers Suffer from environmental damage, 
erosion, and reduced water availability 
due to illegal mining.
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District Official Responsible for overseeing and 
regulating sand mining activities, 
ensuring law enforcement.

Local 
Administration

Allegedly complicit in illegal activities 
by turning a blind eye, possibly due to 
political pressure.

Environmental 
Activists

Concerned about the ecological impact 
of illegal sand mining on the river's flow 
and biodiversity.

Influential Political 
Figures

May be supporting illegal activities for 
personal or political gain.

Judicial Bodies R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  u p h o l d i n g 
environmental and legal protections, 
if the case reaches a legal platform.

Local Communities Indirectly affected by the environmental 
and social impacts of sand mining 
activities.

	 2.	 Bring out and discuss the ethical issues involved in 
the above case.

z	Environmental Ethics: The primary ethical concern 
here is the environmental degradation caused by 
illegal sand mining. 
�	This practice is damaging the Ganga river basin’s 

ecosystem, affecting biodiversity, altering river 
flow, and causing erosion. 

�	There’s an ethical imperative to protect natural 
resources and maintain ecological balance, which 
is being violated for short-term economic gains.

z	Sustainable Development: While sand mining provides 
economic opportunities, the current practices are 
unsustainable. 
�	The ethical challenge lies in balancing economic 

needs with long-term environmental 
sustainability. 

�	The local economy’s dependence on this 
destructive practice raises questions about 
responsible resource management and the need 
for sustainable economic alternatives.

z	Rule of Law and Corruption: The blatant violation of 
mining regulations and the alleged involvement of 
influential political figures point to corruption and a 
breakdown of the rule of law. 
�	This raises ethical questions about the integrity of 

public institutions and the responsibility of 
officials to uphold the law regardless of political 
pressures.

z	Social Justice and Equity: The case highlights issues of 
social justice, as the negative impacts of illegal mining 
disproportionately affect local villagers, particularly 
farmers.
�	Their livelihoods and access to water are being 

compromised, raising ethical concerns about 
equitable distribution of resources and the 
protection of vulnerable communities.

z	Professional Ethics and Duty: This involves balancing 
professional responsibilities with potential personal 
risks, especially given the involvement of powerful 
figures.

z	Transparency and Accountability: The local 
administration’s alleged complicity in ignoring illegal 
activities violates principles of good governance.

z	Economic Ethics: The contractors engaging in illegal 
mining are prioritizing profit over legal and ethical 
considerations. 
�	This raises questions about corporate social 

responsibility and the ethics of business practices 
that exploit natural resources and local 
communities.

z	Labor Ethics: The use of workers in illegal mining 
operations raises concerns about labor rights, safety 
standards, and potential exploitation.
�	There’s an ethical responsibility to ensure fair and 

safe working conditions.
	 3.	 What steps would you take to address the situation 

as a district official?
z	Document the Evidence: First, I would thoroughly 

document all observed violations, including 
photographic evidence, GPS coordinates, and detailed 
notes on the illegal activities, environmental damage, 
and community impacts. 
�	This documentation will be crucial for any future 

legal or administrative actions.
z	Temporary Halt on Alleged Illegal Operations: I would 

order a temporary cessation of alleged illegal mining 
activities in the area, citing the need for a 
comprehensive investigation into potential violations. 
�	This would involve coordinating with local law 

enforcement to secure the sites and prevent 
further illegal extraction.

z	Initiate a Formal Investigation: I would initiate a 
formal, impartial investigation into the illegal mining 
activities, involving a team of experts from relevant 
departments (e.g., geology, environmental science, 
law enforcement). This investigation would aim to:
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�	Determine the full extent of illegal mining

�	Assess environmental and social impacts

�	Identify all involved parties, including contractors 
and any complicit officials

�	Evaluate regulatory failures that allowed these 
activities to persist

z	Addressing Illegal Activities: Issue formal warnings to 
all operators found to be in violation of regulations.

�	Provide a 30-day grace period for these operators 
to bring their activities into compliance.

�	After this period, strict enforcement actions will 
be taken against non-compliant operators, 
including fines and permit revocations.

z	Addressing Political Involvement: Without making 
direct accusations, I will formally report the full findings 
of our investigation to state-level authorities.

�	Request an independent audit of the local 
administration’s handling of mining regulations.

z	Economic Transition: While maintaining regulated 
sand mining in the short to medium term, I will 
simultaneously initiate programs for economic 
diversification and sustainable development.

z	Environmental Restoration: Launch immediate efforts 
to restore damaged areas, funded in part by a new 
levy on sand mining operations.

z	Transparency and Accountability: Establish a public 
dashboard providing real-time information on mining 
activities, permit status, and environmental indicators.

Conclusion: 

The proposed approach to address illegal sand mining 
in the Ganga River Basin aims to achieve a balance between 
economic development, environmental protection, and good 
governance. By implementing a phased approach, we can 
minimize economic disruption while gradually transitioning 
towards more sustainable practices. This approach recognizes 
the current economic realities of the region while setting a 
clear path for a more equitable and sustainable future.

You are the newly appointed CEO of a struggling public 
sector enterprise tasked with its turnaround. The company’s 
inefficiency stems from overstaffing and outdated practices. 
Your analysis shows that laying off 30% of the workforce and 

implementing modern management techniques could make 
the company profitable within two years. However, this would 
cause significant hardship for the employees and their families 
in a region already facing high unemployment. 

The government, while officially supporting reforms, 
has privately indicated they want to avoid layoffs before the 
upcoming elections. You must decide whether to proceed 
with the layoffs and reforms, knowing it’s the best path for 
the company’s long-term viability but at the cost of short-
term social and political ramifications. The case highlights the 
tension between professional ethics, political pressures, and 
personal moral values in a post-bureaucratic setting where 
traditional hierarchies and rules offer less guidance.

	 1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this case? 

	 2.	 What ethical dilemmas do you encounter in making 
this decision?

	 3.	 What steps will you take to address the situation 
while balancing competing interests?

Introduction: 

As the newly appointed CEO of a struggling public sector 
enterprise, you face the challenge of improving efficiency 
through potential layoffs of 30% of the workforce while 
implementing modern management practices. 

z	This plan, though essential for long-term profitability, 
risks significant hardship for employees in an already 
high-unemployment region. 

z	The government supports reforms but wishes to avoid 
layoffs ahead of upcoming elections, creating tension 
between professional ethics, political pressures, and 
personal values. 

�	Balancing these competing interests is crucial for 
a successful turnaround.

Body: 
	 1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this case?

Stakeholder Role/Interest

CEO

Responsible for making strategic 
decisions for the turnaround 
of the company and balancing 
ethics with viability.

Employees
Directly impacted by potential 
layoffs; their job security and 
livelihoods are at stake.
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Employees' Families

Affected  by  layoffs ;  face 
e c o n o m i c  h a rd s h i p s  a n d 
increased unemployment in the 
region.

Government

Interested in  mainta in ing 
employment levels due to 
upcoming elections; may support 
reforms but resist layoffs.

Union 
Representatives

Advocating for employees’ rights 
and job security; likely to oppose 
layoffs and push for alternative 
solutions.

Local Community

Affected by the company’s 
operations and the socio-
economic impact of layoffs; 
interested in local employment.

Investors/
Shareholders

Seek a profitable and sustainable 
business model; may support 
layoffs if it leads to long-term 
gains.

Management Team
Responsible for implementing 
changes; may face resistance 
from employees and unions.

Consultants/Advisors

P r o v i d e  a n a l y s i s  a n d 
recommendations on best 
practices for turnaround; may 
face ethical dilemmas in advising.

Media

Plays a role in public perception 
and can influence public opinion 
on the company and government 
actions.

	 2.	 What ethical dilemmas do you encounter in making 
this decision?

z	Short-term vs. Long-term Consequences: Layoffs 
would cause significant hardship for employees and 
their families, potentially leading to social unrest and 
political backlash.
�	Failing to implement reforms could lead to the 

company’s demise, resulting in job losses for the 
entire workforce and negative economic impacts 
on the region.

z	Individual vs. Organizational Ethics: The CEO’s 
personal moral values may conflict with the 
organizational imperative to ensure the company’s 
survival.

�	The company’s duty to its shareholders and 
stakeholders may require difficult decisions, such 
as layoffs, to achieve long-term viability.

z	Transparency and Accountability: The CEO must 
decide how much information to disclose to 
employees, the government, and the public about the 
potential layoffs and reforms.
�	The CEO will be held accountable for the 

consequences of their decision, both in terms of 
the company’s performance and the social and 
political impact.

z	Political Pressure vs. Professional Responsibility: The 
CEO must balance the government’s desire to avoid 
layoffs with their professional obligation to make 
decisions that are in the best interests of the company.
�	The CEO’s primary duty is to the company and its 

shareholders, even if this means making difficult 
decisions that may have short-term negative 
consequences.

	 3.	 What steps will you take to address the situation 
while balancing competing interests?

z	Stakeholder Consultation
�	Engage with Employees: Conduct meetings with 

employees to explain the situation transparently, 
acknowledging their concerns and the potential 
impacts of layoffs.

�	Dialogue with Government Officials: Discuss the 
urgency of the reforms with government 
representatives to understand their stance and 
explore potential compromises.

z	Explore Alternatives to Layoffs
�	Voluntary Separation Packages: Offer attractive 

voluntary exit packages to reduce workforce 
numbers without mandatory layoffs.

�	Reskilling and Redeployment: Implement 
training programs to reskill employees for 
different roles within the company or in other 
sectors, helping them transition without losing 
jobs.

z	Implement Modern Management Techniques
�	Pilot Programs: Start with small-scale pilot 

projects to test modern management practices, 
demonstrating their effectiveness without 
immediate layoffs.

�	Performance Evaluation Systems: Introduce 
performance-based evaluations to identify 
underperforming roles, focusing on improvement 
before considering layoffs.
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z	Communicate the Vision
�	Strategic Communication Plan: Develop a clear 

communication strategy outlining the long-term 
vision for the company, emphasizing the benefits 
of reforms for sustainability and job security.

�	Regular Updates: Keep all stakeholders informed 
of progress, challenges, and changes in strategy to 
build trust and transparency.

z	Gradual Implementation
�	Phased Approach: Consider a phased 

implementation of layoffs (if it’s the last resort) 
and reforms, allowing time for adjustments and 
reducing the immediate impact on the workforce.

�	Monitor and Evaluate: Continuously assess the 
impact of reforms and employee sentiment, being 
ready to adjust strategies as needed.

z	Build Support Networks
�	Community Engagement: Collaborate with local 

governments and community organizations to 
provide support for affected families, such as job 
placement services or financial counseling.

�	Union Involvement: Involve labor unions in 
discussions to foster collaboration and support 
for necessary changes.

z	Prioritize Ethical Considerations
�	Ethical Framework: Establish an ethical 

framework guiding decision-making processes, 
ensuring that employee welfare is considered 
alongside business needs.

�	Feedback Mechanism: Create a channel for 
employees to voice their concerns and 
suggestions regarding the changes, fostering a 
sense of ownership and involvement.

By adopting these measures, I aim to balance the need 
for organizational efficiency with the social responsibility 
toward employees and the community, ultimately fostering 
a sustainable turnaround for the enterprise.
Conclusion: 

Navigating the challenges of turning around a struggling 
public sector enterprise requires a delicate balance 
between financial viability and ethical responsibility. By 
engaging stakeholders, exploring alternatives to layoffs, 
and implementing modern management techniques, the 
CEO can foster a culture of transparency and collaboration. 
Ultimately, a thoughtful and inclusive approach can lead to 
a sustainable turnaround, benefiting both the company and 
its broader community.

You are the Superintendent of Police in a district known 
for its complex social dynamics and occasional communal 
tensions. Recently, a prominent religious leader from the 
majority community was arrested for alleged hate speech 
against minority groups. The arrest, though legally justified, 
has sparked widespread protests and unrest among his 
followers, who claim it’s a politically motivated action.

As tensions escalate, you receive intelligence that a 
group of extremists is planning to vandalize minority-owned 
businesses and places of worship in retaliation. Your sources 
suggest that arresting the key instigators before they act 
could prevent the violence. However, you also learn that 
one of the main orchestrators is the son of a powerful state 
minister. Your immediate superior, the Inspector General, 
subtly hints that proceeding with these preventive arrests 
might negatively impact your career prospects, suggesting 
instead to increase general police presence and deal with any 
incidents “as they occur.”

As the clock ticks and tensions rise, you must make a 
decision that balances your duty to maintain law and order, 
your career aspirations, and the complex social dynamics of 
your district.

	 1.	 Who are the key stakeholders involved in this 
situation?

	 2.	 What are the ethical dilemmas involved in this 
situation?

	 3.	 What will be your course of action, considering the 
potential risks to public safety, political pressure, 
and your ethical responsibility. 

Introduction: 

The Superintendent of Police has a delicate situation in 
front of him involving the arrest of a religious leader, which 
has sparked unrest and the threat of potential violence from 
his followers.

z	Faced with the dilemma of making preventive arrests 
or safeguarding his career, the SP must uphold justice 
while navigating political pressures and sensitive 
community dynamics. 

z	By prioritizing legal safeguards and fostering community 
engagement, the SP aims to maintain peace and 
promote long-term social harmony. 

Body: 

	 1.	 Who are the key stakeholders involved in this 
situation?
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Stakeholder Role/Position Interests/Concerns

Superintendent of 
Police

Law enforcement leader Maintaining law and order, ensuring community safety, and 
career aspirations

Inspector General Superior officer Career implications, managing police response, maintaining 
political connections

Religious Leader 
(arrested)

Community figure Advocacy for followers, perceived injustice, and influence 
over community sentiments

Majority Community Followers of the religious leader Protection of their community, political motives behind the 
arrest, and expressions of solidarity

Minority Community Target of hate speech and 
potential violence

Safety and security, preservation of their businesses and 
places of worship, and community relations

Extremist Group Potentia l  perpetrators  of 
violence

Engaging in retaliatory actions, political motives, and creating 
fear among minority communities

Local Government Political authority Public image, managing community relations, and 
maintaining peace and order

Media Information disseminators Reporting on events, shaping public perception, and 
potential influence on public sentiment

Civil Society 
Organizations

Advocates  for  peace and 
community harmony

Promoting dialogue, mitigating tensions, and supporting 
affected communities

	 2.	 What are the ethical dilemmas involved in this situation?
z	Duty vs. Career Advancement: The central conflict lies between the duty to protect public safety and prevent violence 

and the pressure to safeguard one’s career prospects. 
�	Taking decisive action by arresting the instigators, including the minister’s son, could effectively prevent violence 

but jeopardize career advancement.
�	Conversely, following the superior’s suggestion might preserve career prospects but fail to prevent harm to 

innocent people and businesses.
z	Equal Application of Law vs. Political Influence: A clear tension exists between applying the law equally to all citizens, 

regardless of their connections, and yielding to political pressure. 
�	Arresting the minister’s son would uphold the principle of equality before the law, but ignoring his involvement 

due to his father’s influence would reinforce a system of preferential treatment for the politically connected.
z	Proactive vs. Reactive Policing: A decision must be made between taking proactive measures to prevent a crime 

(preventive arrests) or adopting a more reactive stance (increased police presence to respond to incidents). 
�	This raises ethical questions about the validity of preventive detention versus allowing potential criminals the 

opportunity to choose not to commit a crime.
z	Individual Rights vs. Collective Security: Preventive arrests infringe on individual liberties, as individuals would be 

detained for crimes they have not yet committed.
�	However, such actions could protect the collective security of the minority community and their properties. 
�	Weighing individual rights against the greater good of maintaining peace and protecting vulnerable groups is 

crucial.
z	Impartiality vs. Community Dynamics: As a police officer, impartiality is expected. However, the situation involves 

complex community dynamics, with tensions between majority and minority groups. 
�	Actions taken could be perceived as favoring one community over another, potentially exacerbating existing 

tensions.
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z	Short-term Peace vs. Long-term Justice: Choosing not 
to arrest the instigators might lead to short-term 
peace by avoiding immediate backlash from the 
majority community.
�	However, this could undermine long-term justice 

and social harmony by allowing extremists to act 
with impunity and further marginalizing minority 
groups.

z	Professional Integrity vs. Systemic Pressure: This 
situation tests professional integrity against systemic 
pressures. 
�	Standing up for what is believed to be right could 

position an individual as an outlier in a system 
that seems to prioritize political considerations 
over strict law enforcement.

z	Transparency vs. Confidentiality: Confidential 
intelligence about planned criminal activities presents 
an ethical dilemma regarding whether to make this 
information public to justify actions or keep it 
confidential to protect sources and methods.

	 3.	 What will be your course of action, considering the 
potential risks to public safety, political pressure, 
and your ethical responsibility. 

z	Preventive Action with Legal Safeguards: I will proceed 
with preventive arrests, including that of the minister’s 
son, ensuring that every action is meticulously 
documented and legally justified.
�	I will prepare detailed intelligence reports and 

gather as much evidence as possible to support 
the necessity of these arrests. 

�	I will involve the local magistrate to obtain proper 
warrants, adding an extra layer of legal scrutiny 
and protection for my actions.

z	Transparent Communication: Immediately after the 
arrests, I will hold a press conference to explain the 
situation, emphasizing the non-discriminatory nature 
of the action and its basis in credible intelligence. 

�	I will clearly communicate that the arrests are 
preventive and temporary, pending investigation, 
to balance security needs with individual rights.

z	Political Engagement: Before executing the arrests, I 
will brief the higher-ranking official about the situation. 
�	I will present the potential consequences of 

inaction and the legal basis for my planned course 
of action to provide political cover and 
demonstrate my commitment to proper channels 
of communication.

z	Community Outreach: I will organize an emergency 
peace committee meeting to discuss the current 
tensions and collaboratively work on maintaining 
harmony.

z	Enhanced Security Measures: While proceeding with 
the arrests, I will also implement the suggestion of 
increased police presence in sensitive areas. 
�	I will deploy rapid response teams strategically to 

quickly address any outbreak of violence.
z	Internal Accountability: I will document all 

communications with my superior regarding this 
situation, including any hints about career prospects. 
�	If possible, I will involve other senior officers or a 

police oversight committee in the decision-
making process to create witnesses to the 
integrity of my actions.

Conclusion:
Moving forward, I am committed to fostering a culture of 

proactive policing that emphasizes prevention, community 
engagement, and transparency. I will work to strengthen 
relationships with both majority and minority communities to 
build trust and ensure a collaborative approach to maintaining 
peace. Recognizing the complexities of the social landscape, 
I will advocate for reforms that address communal tensions 
and political interference in law enforcement, aiming to 
create a more equitable and just system
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ESSAY

33.	 Freedom is a fragile flower, easily crushed by the winds of oppression

34.	 The pursuit of wealth can lead to both prosperity and poverty. 

35.	 The seed must be buried for the tree to rise.

36.	 Growth without equity is a house built on sand.

37.	 Ethics are the gravitational waves rippling through the fabric of societal norms.

38.	 Consciousness is the universe’s AI experiment in self-reflection.

39.	 Roots speak louder than branches.

40.	 Nature is the only book that contains true knowledge.
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